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Folks, exactly three years ago, the 
fate of our country was robbed by 
Min Aung Hlaing. In nine months, 
it will mark four years since we cast 
our votes amidst raging COVID-19 
and elected the government we 
wanted, which was definitely not 
this military rule. Ever since, Min 
Aung Hlaing has been ruling the 
country without our will for almost 
as long as one presidential term. 

In three years, Myanmar has nev-
er been in worse shape. Currently, 
conflicts are raging left, right, and 
center, the economy is freefalling 
accompanied by the foreign cur-
rency crisis and shortage of im-
ported goods including fuel. Brain 
drain is inevitable as the country 
is no longer a place where youth 
can thrive, and the end of policing 
mechanisms can no longer pro-
vide the rule of law in society, just 
to highlight a few. 

On the bright side, the fall of the 
military regime has never seemed 
closer now. Operation 1027 rekin-
dled the spirit of revolution across 
the country and managed to seize 
multiple outposts of the military 
in Northern Shan State. In the 
first week of January, the regime’s 
Regional Operations Command 
(Laukkai) fell as its leader surren-
dered to the Alliance. United Wa 
State Army (UWSA) which has dis-
tanced itself from Myanmar’s poli-
tics since the coup was seen taking 
control of some towns that the Al-
liance sieged. The regime and the 
Alliance reached an agreement af-
ter having dialogues with the me-
diation facilitated by China on Jan-
uary 10 and 11. However, the Alliance 
stated that the regime violated the 
agreement and its troops triggered 
more clashes in the frontline. 

Elsewhere, ethnic armed groups, 
together with the People’s De-
fence Force (PDFs) and Local De-

Recap
fence Forces (LDFs), opened war 
fronts in several parts of the coun-
try in solidarity with the Three 
Brotherhood Alliance. Intense 
clashes were observed in Karen 
State, Karenni (Kayah) State, and 
Sagaing Region. Several military 
analysts speculate that the flames 
of war will continue to ignite in 
2024.

To this spreading wildfire of clash-
es, the regime responds with the 
only way it knows how: indiscrim-
inate artillery shelling and aerial 
attacks. Not a single day went by 
without reading about the re-
gime’s artillery shelling and indis-
criminate attacks in conflict areas 
which led to the displacement 
of thousands of people. In early 
January, UNOCHA reported that 
more than 2.6 million people had 
been displaced from their homes 
at the end of 2023, and more than 
600,000 people were displaced af-
ter October 2023. 

There is no denying that Myanmar’s 
refugee spillover has become a re-
gional issue. As a longtime haven 
for Myanmar’s displaced people, 
Thai authorities understand the 
severity of this crisis, and its new 
government has been outspoken 
about the current situation on the 
international stage. In December, 
the Thai government even volun-
teered to take the lead in facilitat-
ing peace dialogues in Myanmar 
although the neighboring coun-
tries are following the leadership 
of ASEAN. In January, Thailand’s 
prime minister announced an 
agreement between the Thai gov-
ernment and the military council 
to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to the displaced population. 
He also urged ASEAN and other 
countries to contribute to the ef-
fort to bring peace to Myanmar. 

Meanwhile, ASEAN is now chaired 

by Laos and recently appointed a 
longtime diplomat Alounkeo Kit-
tikhoun as the special envoy for 
Myanmar. He traveled to Naypy-
idaw to meet with junta chief Min 
Aung Hlaing and seven ethnic 
armed groups that maintain good 
relations with the military regime. 
ASEAN seems to stick to the five-
point consensus as its primary pol-
icy to deal with Myanmar although 
progress has yet to be made in the 
past three years. 

Even when everything seems to 
fall apart, the pro-democracy pub-
lic has never been more devoted 
to a regime change than this time. 
Livelihood seems to be more stren-
uous with the rising cost of living, 
the regime’s terrors, and instabil-
ity and insecurity all around the 
country. But those do not stop the 
public from supporting the anti-re-
gime movement in any capacity. 
The National Unity Government 
(NUG) reiterated the overwhelm-
ing support from the public and 
promised more capture of cities 
and establishment of administra-
tion this year. (Read more in our 
exclusive interview with Nay Phone 
Latt inside the issue.)

In 2024, more than 50 countries will 
hold elections worldwide. Since the 
coup in 2021, Min Aung Hlaing has 
repeatedly said that he’d hold an 
election and transfer power to the 
winning political party. Maybe he 
will eventually do so this year after 
stealing the country for a full pres-
idential term and seeing the terri-
ble state of the country during his 
rule. One certain thing is that we 
are determined to bring the power 
back even if we are left with noth-
ing but ashes. Because the people 
of Myanmar are like phoenixes, we 
will rise from ashes. 
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In Ye township, Mon state, drones targeted LIB 
591 and LIB 583 of the regime’s forces the jun-
ta army, resulting in the death of three soldiers 
from the YGF-League Guerrilla Army (Dona Line 
Division-3) by small arms fire.

The flag of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), 
was seen rising in Hopang town after the Three 
Brotherhood Alliance seized the town as part of 
Operation 1027 which raised questions on the 
Wa’s involvement. 
Sun Weidong, China’s deputy minister for foreign 
affairs, visited Naypyitaw and held a meeting with 
coup leader Min Aung Hlaing to discuss the sta-
bility in border areas. The Chinese official came 
after the news had broken about heavy artillery 
from Laukkai clashes falling into China’s side and 
injuring Chinese citizens.

Alounkeo Kittikhoun, a veteran diplomat from 
Laos, is slated to assume the role of the special 
envoy to Myanmar after serving as a former min-
ister in the prime minister’s office.

Pado Saw Kwe Htoo Win, President of the Karen 
National Union (KNU), emphasized that armed 
struggle remains the sole recourse to disman-
tle the military regime, and requested all ethnic 
groups and civilians to cooperate together to 
fight against the junta.

2024 January 
Timeline January 1, 2024

January 5, 2024

January 9, 2024

January 11, 2024

January 2, 2024

January 4, 2024

January 3, 2024

January 6, 2024

January 7, 2024

January 10, 2024

The regime’s artillery struck Kawlin town, which 
was under the control of the NUG, in Sagaing Re-
gion, resulting in civilian casualties. 
Forces stationed in Wuntho Town fired at least 
six artillery rounds, targeting Kawlin East Market, 
claiming the lives of six individuals and injuring 
two others.

To mark the Independence Day, the regime par-
doned about 9,652 prisoners including some po-
litical prisoners from prisoners across the country. 
A total of 114 Foreigner inmates were also released 
and deported to their respective countries.

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) issued a 
statement declaring that their forces success-
fully shot down a military helicopter belonging 
to the junta in Winmaw township, Kachin state. 
The Russian-made Mi-17 helicopter was targeted 
while en route to reinforce troops stationed near 
Narphawt Station, situated close to Laizar, which 
serves as the headquarters of KIA. 
U Ye Wa Ta, a monk and member of the Man-
dalay Sanga Union, was apprehended by the 
regime’s soldiers at Myinwunmingyi Monastery 
in Mahaaungmyay township, Mandalay. The sol-
diers conducted a raid on the monastery using 
four trucks to locate him.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing held a meeting 
with leaders from political parties in Naypyitaw 
to discuss the upcoming election where he re-
iterated the regime’s goal to transfer power to 
election winners. 

Two separate aerial assaults occurred—one on 
the village school and another on a residential 
ward in Ka Nan Village, Khampat Town. These 
strikes resulted in the tragic deaths of at least 
ten civilians, leaving over twenty individuals in-
jured. The victims, spanning ages from an elderly 
90-year-old to an 8-year-old child, suffered severe 
disfigurement from the explosions, hindering 
immediate identification.

TNLA released a video on their YouTube channel 
on January 10, featuring Brigadier General Min 
Min Tun, a high-ranking prisoner of war, captured 
during Operation 1027. The 48-year-old former 
commander of Infantry Division 101, based in Pa-
kokku, Magway, was arrested by the TNLA on De-
cember 15 during the battle to capture Namsan.
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January 15,  2024

January 21, 2024

January 14, 2024

January 16,  2024

January 18, 2024

January 20, 2024

January 19, 2024

The working committee announced that the Civil 
Disobedience Movement (CDM) Congress will be 
held from January 20 to 23. The Congress will be 
chaired by CDM professors, representatives from 
labor organizations, chairperson of Pa-O National 
Federal Council Khun Myint Tun, Dr Zaw Wai Soe 
and Dr Thein Oo from the NUG.

KIA reported that they successfully attacked and 
seized a regime outpost near Manwengyi village 
in Mansi Township, Kachin State. The joint forc-
es of the KIA conducted a three-day assault from 
January 19 to 21, resulting in the capture of 30 
junta soldiers including a deputy battalion com-
mander.

Military supporters including ultranationalist Ma-
Ba-Tha monks staged a protest calling junta chief 
Min Aung Hlaing to resign and to be replaced 
with deputy chief Soe Win in Pyin Oo Lwin. The 
protest was led by a second generation of Ma-Ba-
Tha monks, and protesters demand coup leader 
Min Aung Hlaing to leave the military and to take 
a minister position in the government.
In the ongoing battle in Namphatka village, Kut 
Khaing Township, Northern Shan State, KIA suc-
cessfully shot down a regime jet fighter as con-
firmed by a KIA spokesperson.

Pauktaw, situated near the Rakhine State’s cap-
ital Sittwe, was reportedly captured by the AA 
according to local residents. The conflict in the 
area originated from an AA attack on a police sta-
tion on November 15, 2023, leading to prolonged 
fighting. 
Fierce fighting was reportedly escalating in Mo-
meik Town, Northern Shan state where the re-
gime’s forces imposed blockades by closing the 
Momeik Bridge and city entrances and exits, as 
reported by residents. Residents were attempt-
ing to break out of the city.

Major General AKM Nazmul Hasan, Director-Gen-
eral of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), paid a 
visit to Bangladesh’s borders with Rakhine state. 
During his visit, he instructed border guard units 
to check the defense systems and to remain vigi-
lant for any illegal activity. 
Thailand agreed with the military council to pro-
vide humanitarian aid for displaced people ac-
cording to Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Deputy Prime Minister Parnpree Bahiddha Nu-
kara.

Locals reported that Abbot U Wayama, the sec-
retary of the Sangha Union in Mataya township, 
Mandalay region, passed away while undergoing 
treatment for injuries sustained after being ar-
rested and interrogated by the regime’s forces. 
The 70-year-old abbot, known for his kindness, 
was arrested in his monastery in Htanpinkone 
village on November 12, 2023.

January 12, 2024

The junta’s military reportedly set fire to over 100 
houses in the rural area of Paungde township, lo-
cated in the western part of Bago Region. Accord-
ing to local revolutionaries, a 50-member column 
from LID 66 arrived and burned down 33 houses 
in Mau Kwin village, as well as 72 houses in Taung 
Khamauk village.

UNOCHA issued a new update, stating that more 
than 2.6 million people in Myanmar have been 
displaced from their homes by the end of 2023. 
The report specified that an estimated 628,000 
people have been displaced due to intensified 
clashes that broke out in October 2023.
Following the surrender of Laukkai Regional Op-
eration Command, six brigadier generals who led 
the Laukkai ROC were transported to Lashio, and 
they have been detained in Northeastern Region-
al Command. On January 12, news circulated that 
the military tribunal plans to prosecute the six 
brigadier generals.
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January 23,  2024

January 25, 2023

Janaury 27, 2024

Janaury 29, 2024

Janaury 31, 2024

January 24, 2024

January 26, 2024

January 28, 2024

January 30, 2024

UNHCR issued a statement which stated that 
at least 569 Rohingya people were either lost or 
died in Southeast Asian waters while they fled 
Myanmar or Bangladesh by boats. The UN refu-
gee agency also flagged the need for urgent ac-
tion by the international community to address 
this situation.

Chinese embassy in Myanmar announced that 
its ambassador Mr. Chen Hai held a meeting with 
the regime-appointed Deputy Foreign Minister 
U Than Swe in Naypyitaw. The meeting was also 
joined by Lt General Tun Tun Naung from the 
Ministry of Border Affairs and U Aung Naing Oo 
from the Union Government Office.

The Karen National Union (KNU) announced 
that the regime troops abandoned three military 
camps, including Htinshuutaung camp, Busakhi 
camp, and Theemupawsoe camp, which were lo-
cated in territories controlled by the KNU for 28 
years in Taungoo District, Bago.

The Southern Regional Command of the People’s 
Defense Force (PDF) confirmed that a military 
council helicopter was shot down in Thingan Nyi 
Naung, killing about five soldiers including Brig-
adier General Aye Min Naung, the commander of 
the LID 44.

The regime handed over six alleged online scam 
bosses to China.
NUG, CNF, KNPP and KNU released the joint 
statement with five objectives, envisioning the 
establishment of a federal democratic union.

The Three Brotherhood Alliance issued a state-
ment and said that the military regime has been 
violating the Haigan Agreement which was 
reached to ceasefire in Northern Shan state. The 
statement highlighted that the regime launched 
an attack in Mupan district with two of its col-
umns resulting in one death from the MNDAA 
side.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing said that self-ad-
ministration must be approved by the parlia-
ment in a security meeting held in Naypyitaw. He 
emphasized that some demanded self-admin-
istration and self-determination outside of the 
legal system, but self-administration cannot be 
obtained with armed resistance.

The Karenni National Defense Force (KNDF) an-
nounced that joint forces had successfully taken 
control of Mawchi town in Farsaung township in 
Karenni State. According to a KNDF official, the 
regime troops from various camps and check-
points in the Mawchi region withdrew without 
any fighting. 

A Thai court released Tun Min Latt, a Myanmar 
businessman closely associated with the mili-
tary junta, of multiple charges, including drug 
trafficking, money laundering, and transnational 
crime. Tun Min Latt, 54, along with three others, 
was cleared of 32 suspected violations, including 
drug trafficking and related charges. The presid-
ing judge stated that the evidence presented by 
the police was insufficient to demonstrate any 
wrongdoing, leading to the acquittal.

January 22, 2024
The NUG announced that the military council 
suffered a severe defeat, losing control of hun-
dreds of military outposts in the conflicts con-
fronted by ethnic armed groups and resistance 
forces. Due to its defeat, the military council 
used chemical weapons in its offensives in Shan-
North. The statement also said that the people’s 
revolution has taken a different turn in late 2023 
and that anti-regime forces have gained control 
of border trade in border areas with China, India 
and Thailand.
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Junta No More 2024! 
What’s Next?

It has been three years since the 
military staged a coup in Myan-
mar, ousting the democratical-
ly-elected government. It has 
been three painful years that the 
people have resisted the junta’s 
aggression. Stepping into 2024, 
the fall of dictatorship seems to 
be in sight. In the only area where 
the junta cares, i.e. the military 
front, Min Aung Hlaing’s troops, 
stretched thin across war fronts 
across the country, faces severe 
depletion of human, material, 
and financial resources. Militias 
formerly allied with the junta or 
took a neutral stance, sensing 
its worsening situation are now 
increasingly distancing them-
selves. The most embarrassing 
incident for the junta Min Aung 
Hlaing’s administration, the State 
Administration Council (SAC), 
before its three-year birthday is 
that its soldiers surrendering en-
masse at strategically important 
and well-fortified towns, handing 
over the large inventory of weap-
ons to the enemies. 

After antagonizing the citizens 
and their soldiers not putting 
up a fight, the fall of Min Aung 
Hlaing, deemed unlikely in Feb-
ruary 2021, now becomes a mat-
ter of when rather than if, and 
that when is soon. One year from 
now, when the Mohinga Matters 
team publishes the 4th year edi-

tion of Freedom Memoirs, there 
is a possibility that we will be dis-
cussing developments since the 
fall of the junta.

However, it does not mean that 
the junta is not dangerous. While 
the junta’s troops proved inef-
fective in fighting against other 
armed groups, they remained 
committed to unleashing atroci-
ties on the civilians. Consequent-
ly, civilian casualties and destruc-
tions, wanton arrests, and other 
violations at the hands of the jun-
ta’s troops remain alarmingly 
high. This highlights the junta’s 
unwillingness to compromise 
and disregard for civilian lives 
even at a time of being cornered. 
The human and economic costs 
would remain high so long as the 
junta remains in power.

What’s going on in Myanmar 
in the past three years proved 
harmful to the interests of any 
stakeholder, be it the people, Eth-
nic Revolutionary Organizations 
(EROs), neighboring countries, 
or even the junta’s military itself. 
Thus, the removal of the junta 
remains a priority for each one 
of these stakeholders to protect 
their interests. However, foresee-
ing the end of the junta in sight, 
it becomes critically important 
for all stakeholders, both domes-
tic and international, to create 

a peaceful order in post-junta 
Myanmar. The way we see is the 
removal of a dictatorship, despite 
the heavy cost in terms of lives 
and development, becomes in-
evitable when the people are 
dedicated and resilient enough. 
The people of Myanmar got 
nothing short of full marks for 
this test. However, with the junta 
gone, another task of paramount 
importance is to establish a new 
order where disagreements and 
grievances could be addressed 
at courts and through dialogues 
rather than through violence. 

Here, we will be discussing the 
roles of some of the key major 
stakeholders in creating a stable 
and peaceful Myanmar. 

The first stakeholder is the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG). 
The 2020 General Elections re-
flected the genuine will of the 
majority people of Myanmar in 
a democratic manner. Even con-
sidering the glaring flaws of the 
winning party National League 
for Democracy (NLD), the elec-
tion was free and fair and to 
completely neglect it would be 
a blatant disregard for the peo-
ple’s choice and the democrat-
ic process. However, we are not 
advocating MPs from the 2020 
General Election to form a gov-
ernment after the fall of the 
junta, nor such is the will of any 
stakeholders (including the NUG) 

“No better outcome could be expected 
if the fall of the junta created a power 
vacuum and paved the way for a failed 
state. ”
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in Myanmar. However, with the 
junta gone, the NUG would play 
a critical role in drawing frame-
works for the future of Myanmar 
in coordination with other stake-
holders, primarily EROs. Howev-
er, EROs would not be the only 
influential stakeholders that NUG 
would have to engage, neighbor-
ing countries, civil society organi-
zations (CSOs), and every single 
domestic or foreign actor who 
has interests in Myanmar and has 
practical means to get involved 
would want a say in shaping the 
future of Myanmar, and the NUG 
would be in an enviable position 
of balancing everyone’s interests 
to ensure that federal democra-
cy, peace, and prosperity can take 
hold in future Myanmar. The NUG 
would prepare itself and build its 
capacity and resources with this 
challenging task in mind. 

Another key stakeholder is 
the armed groups, particularly 
the EROs. Since the Indepen-
dence from the British Empire 
(and the beginning of the civil 
war), the military has repeated-
ly and successfully played the 
divide-and-conquer method 
among EROs to avoid multiple 
simultaneous fronts. However, 
the junta can no longer play the 
same trick, and now EROs and 
allied People’s Defence Forces 
(PDF) are giving the junta’s forces 
no rest. Furthermore, the near to-
tal lack of public support towards 
the junta means armed groups 
that are traditionally allied with 
the junta have declined in influ-
ence and power while those who 
opposed the junta have grown re-
markably by leveraging anti-jun-
ta public sentiment and develop-
ments over the past three years. 
Moreover, the unreliability and 
incapability of the SAC became 
obvious in the fall of the junta’s 
staunch allies Kokang warlords 
of Laukkai, which caused oth-
er allied warlords such as Karen 

Border Guard Force (BGF) leader 
Saw Chit Thu to reevaluate their 
options and distance from the 
junta. The armed groups, EROs 
or otherwise, would come to hold 
the key to the future of the people 
of Myanmar. Ultimately, from the 
point of the junta’s fall, wheth-
er we could walk towards a fed-
eral democratic country where 
peace, justice, and human digni-
ty prevail or we descend into fur-
ther chaos will depend on coor-
dination and dialogues between 
all stakeholders, but primarily 
among EROs and between EROs 
and the NUG. Having said that, 
the joint statement of 31 Janu-
ary 2024 by Chin National Front, 
Karenni National Progressive 
Party, Karen National Union, and 
the NUG, particularly, “Point B: 
to ensure that all armed forces 
operate solely under the com-
mand of a civilian government 
elected through democratic 
processes.”, highlight the recog-
nition on the importance of this 
daunting task.

The international community 
would also play an important 
role. Although different coun-
tries would have different incen-
tives, the common consensus 
could be having Myanmar as a 
conflict-prone failed state would 
pose economic and security 
challenges to the national inter-
ests of neighboring and region-
al countries primarily, and other 
countries from afar secondarily. 
This has been proved in the case 
of cyber scam factories where 
transnational crime syndicates 
have enslaved thousands of peo-
ple from Myanmar and regional 
countries and scammed billions 
of dollars from people all over 
the world in post-coup Myan-
mar. If increased lawlessness in 
the aftermath of the coup gave 
way to these crime syndicates to 
exploit, no better outcome could 
be expected if the fall of the jun-

ta created a power vacuum and 
paved the way for a failed state. 
Therefore, it is imperative for 
the international community 
to facilitate conditions required 
for domestic stakeholders of 
post-junta Myanmar to address 
grievances through dialogue and 
not through arms. This will also 
be in line with the economic in-
terests of neighboring countries 
since their economic interests 
typically extend beyond the con-
trol of a single entity.

For immediate actions, the re-
moval of the junta remains a 
priority. And the dedication to-
wards such a goal has never been 
in doubt. However, it remains 
murky when it comes to life after 
the junta. Now would be the time 
for domestic and international 
stakeholders to hold dialogues 
on this issue openly and in good 
faith.

We write weekly to
document the coup, to
share our experience,
and to contemplate.
The daily entries can be
read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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This February 1st marks the third 
year since the military staged 
the coup. In this issue, we in-
terviewed Nay Phone Latt, the 
spokesperson of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office of the National Unity 
Government (NUG) which is the 
forerunner of Myanmar people’s 
pro-democracy struggle. As cus-
tomary, we discussed the events 
of the past year and gained in-
sights into the NUG’s outlook for 
the future.

MM: It has been three years 
since Min Aung Hlaing & co. 
staged the coup. As people 
helping the resistance from 
the outside, we feel the time 
has flown swiftly. Undoubted-
ly, it must have been awfully 
long for those who are being 
detained, and imprisoned, and 
those who are at the frontline 
battling against the regime’s 
forces. How did time pass for 
an official of the NUG like your-
self?
NPL: Personally, I find these three 
years to be extremely long. In or-
dinary circumstances, people 
enjoy their lives, meet friends, 
spend time with family, and en-
gage in work, allowing time to 
pass seemingly unnoticed. How-
ever, during this period of sig-
nificant revolution, stress is our 

constant companion. Initially, I 
never thought a coup would hap-
pen; such an event was assumed 
to belong to the past. But when 
peaceful protesters were met 
with violence, it became our re-
ality. Over these three years, we 
have received both good and bad 
news, with the latter often involv-
ing heart-breaking obituaries, 
reports of heavy weapons caus-
ing harm, and the loss of inno-
cent lives, including children and 
grandparents. Daily news high-
lights the burning of villages. For 
me, these three years have been 
emotionally challenging. Those 
who have lost their families, 
homes, and friends must bear an 
even greater pain.

MM: After three years, the pub-
lic seems absolutely fed up 
with the hope for international 
support, people remain 100% 
reliant on the People’s Defense 
Force (PDF) for the liberation 
of the country. Are you on the 
same page with the people or 
do you still have realistic ex-
pectations from the interna-
tional community?
NPL: I believe everyone remem-
bers the moment when a young 
child held a protest sign in front 
of an embassy, questioning how 
many more people must die be-

fore receiving help from the UN. 
At that time, we hoped for the 
Responsibility to Protect (R2P). 
While there has been some as-
sistance, it’s evident that it falls 
short of what is truly needed. In 
the context of Myanmar’s inter-
nal conflict compared to the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, certain 
countries may feel constrained 
in offering aid. Despite the avail-
able assistance, it is still insuffi-
cient. If there is a genuine desire 
to stand united with the people 
of Myanmar and achieve their as-
pirations, the international com-
munity must provide more ef-
fective support. Throughout the 
three years of the revolution, we 
have often asserted that we must 
rely on ourselves. The recent pos-
itive news, from victories in bat-
tlefields to the capture of cities, 
demonstrates the remarkable 
progress made. Ethnic revolution 
forces have successfully captured 
32 cities, some of which already 
have established administra-
tions. The NUG government has 
announced the establishment of 
public administration in Kawlin. 
While international support has 
played a role, the primary force 
behind this progress is the un-
wavering support of our people. 
There are individuals who earn as 
little as 1,000 Kyats per day as la-
borers and contribute 500 Kyats 
to the revolution. This illustrates 
the revolutionary spirit among 
the people. 

Reflections & Prospects on 
the Coup: An Interview with 
Nay Phone Latt

“We recognize the importance of our 
neighbors and are open to cooperation, 
even if not everything can be shared 
with the public.”
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MM: In terms of internation-
al discussions, we often hear 
about the UN, China, ASEAN, 
and Thailand. But what about 
India? It’s a powerful neighbor-
ing country, but India’s stance 
on the revolution still seems 
unclear. Can you share what 
plans the NUG has to get India 
involved?
NPL: Honestly, we haven’t over-
looked our neighbors. Good or 
bad, they are our neighbors, and 
we’re actively engaging with all 
of them, including ASEAN, Chi-
na, and India. However, their per-
spectives differ. While we see the 
NUG as the legitimate govern-
ment, some neighboring coun-
tries view the military group as 
the existing power and maintain 
relationships with them. But they 
are also in contact with the NUG. 
Beyond India and China, we’ve 
established relations with oth-
er neighbors, but the details of 
these agreements can’t be dis-
closed publicly. Every meeting 
comes with conditions includ-
ing non-disclosure requests. We 
recognize the importance of our 
neighbors and are open to co-
operation, even if not everything 
can be shared with the public.

MM: When the NUG published 
its policy on China, lots of peo-
ple, especially the young re-
sistance crowd, criticized it by 
stressing how China has been 
supporting the junta. They re-
minded that the Milk Tea Alli-
ance showed support to Myan-
mar’s pro-democracy struggle. 
With this policy, they said that 
the NUG ignored the alliance 
we made along the way. What 
is your response?
NPL: This approach is not exclu-
sive to the NUG. It has been a 
consistent policy across succes-
sive governments. Simultane-
ously, we maintain relations with 
countries that may not be entire-
ly comfortable with China. In the 

realm of international relations, 
our top priority is the swift suc-
cess of our revolution. It’s crucial 
to be pragmatic in this pursuit. 
I want to clarify that supporting 
China’s policy does not mean 
neglecting other considerations. 
We engage with various coun-
tries, initiate discussions on these 
matters, and provide explana-
tions to foster understanding.

MM: Recent developments in 
the battlefields have been en-
couraging. However, some 
people only tend to acknowl-
edge the accomplishments of 
the Ethnic Revolutionary Or-
ganizations (EROs) and em-
phasize that those results are 
unrelated to the NUG. Specifi-
cally, resistance forces in eth-
nic regions have shot down 
fighter jets and claimed ter-
ritories while the NUG-con-
trolled areas are still struggling 
to reap similar rewards. What 
is your response to that?
NPL: For those who raise such 
questions, I encourage them to 
explore and read the statements 
made by ERO leaders. Even the 
ERO leaders themselves have 
openly acknowledged the collab-
oration with the NUG. We are not 
simply taking credit for what oth-
ers have conquered. There have 
been political agreements, nota-
bly during Operation 1027. Mili-
tary agreements were discussed 
and documented. Recently, I no-
ticed a reference to the principle 
of refraction of light in a state-
ment by the Three Brotherhood 

Alliances. It’s like seeing depth 
not in its actual form but in ap-
pearance depth. Similar to the in-
ternational relations I mentioned 
earlier, our relationship with ERO 
operates on such terms. Coordi-
nated meetings involve spoken 
agreements, and certain aspects 
need to be further articulated. As 
the NUG, we cannot publicly dis-
close specific details about our 
meetings, agreements, and the 
parties involved due to external 
pressures from certain countries 
and neighboring nations. When 
analyzing Myanmar’s political 
landscape, you cannot simply 
understand from surface-level 
observations. We must consid-
er hidden dynamics and try to 
see behind what is visible. Fight-
ing the terrorist army is not a 
task that the NUG or EROs can 
achieve independently; especial-
ly without the collective support 
of the people. The NUG and EROs 
recognize each other’s strengths 
and actively cooperate daily. 
While we may not reveal every 
detail at this moment, there will 
come a time when the entire pic-
ture becomes clear.

MM: In various locations, the 
NUG is engaging in judicial pro-
ceedings. In Kawlin, we observe 
the efforts to open the first 
branch of the Spring Develop-
ment Bank. Beyond the armed 
revolution, it’s evident that ad-
ministrative tasks are being 
undertaken. However, such 
endeavors, including opening 
a bank, come with inherent 

“The contrasting spirits between young-
er PDF fighters, filled with anger at their 
inability to fight, and the apparent disin-
terest of junta troops, play a crucial role in 
determining outcomes. ”
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risks. What are your thoughts 
on this dual approach? Do you 
anticipate an increase in such 
administrative tasks, and how 
do you see them aligning with 
the armed resistance?
NPL: It’s a given situation. While 
we are actively engaged in the 
armed revolution, there is a no-
ticeable shift where we are cap-
turing and holding cities under 
our control—a shift from the tra-
ditional dominance of armed re-
sistance in rural areas. This stra-
tegic offensive requires not only 
resources but also the simultane-
ous establishment of administra-
tion in the captured cities. Main-
taining these cities comes with 
its challenges, especially consid-
ering the high cost of resources. 
For instance, the Spring Devel-
opment Bank is in the planning 
stage, and we have also put our 
efforts into other areas like med-
ical treatment and school open-
ings despite the ongoing con-
flict. The defensive measures to 
protect these cities, especially in 
regions like Sagaing and Magwe, 
are intensive because the regime 
seems to target the NUG’s con-
trolled areas more aggressively. 
As we progress, it’s essential to 
demonstrate effective gover-
nance to the international com-
munity, showing our ability to 
manage cities successfully. How-
ever, this balancing act involves 
risks as there are concerns about 
potential security breaches of 
individuals and administrative 
members in the process.

MM: The usage of technology 
has also featured brilliantly in 
guerilla attacks using drones 
etc. However, the junta still 
has an upper hand in modern 
warfare with Russian-backed 
weapons and Chinese spy-
ware. Do you have concerns 
about the potential arsenals 
at the generals’ disposal, or do 
you believe the airstrikes are 

their final resort? 
NPL: The military might possess 
powerful weapons and use their 
greatest strength. There are also 
reports suggesting the potential 
use of chemical bombs despite 
the lack of on-site inspection for 
verification. Still, our reliance on 
public support remains crucial. 
Regardless of sophisticated mili-
tary equipment or weapon costs, 
sustaining a war requires peo-
ple’s backing. Our young people, 
empowered by technology, con-
tribute significantly. Although 
we’ve developed weapons from 
scratch, procurement requires 
a practical approach. And ac-
quiring weapons is no straight-
forward task; it’s not like buying 
vegetables. Complexities and 
challenges arise from procure-
ment including timely delivery 
and transportation across diverse 
situations. The junta possesses 
ammunition and guns, but see-
ing its troops abandoning their 
posts day and night, it is evident 
that the regime is reluctant to 
use these weapons. On our side, 
there’s a shortage of ammuni-
tion and weapons, but eagerness 
to engage in combat among 
our comrades is unmistakable. 
The contrasting spirits between 
younger PDF fighters, filled with 
anger at their inability to fight, 
and the apparent disinterest of 
junta troops, play a crucial role in 
determining outcomes. 

MM: What would be the ulti-
mate yet realistic goal for the 
end of 2024?
NPL: What we can affirm is the 
successful capture of cities, ac-
companied by the establishment 
of administrative functions. Lo-
cal orders are being issued in 
Northern Shan state, and the re-
peal of laws enacted by the mil-
itary group has been initiated as 
observed in Sagaing. With more 
than 32 cities already under con-
trol, our strategic offensive will 

persist, expanding our influence 
into additional areas.  At the start 
of this year, signs of the military’s 
disintegration have surfaced. 
The soldiers’ morale and moti-
vation to fight have long gone 
as they’ve come to understand 
that their purpose is simply to 
safeguard their masters. In an 
era of widespread information, 
even if the regime attempts to 
isolate its soldiers, families and 
relatives provide insights. The 
lack of fighting spirit and pur-
pose diminishes their chance of 
victory. If this trend persists, the 
gradual collapse of the military 
becomes inevitable. The pros-
pect of nationwide freedom re-
mains uncertain, given the un-
known variables at play. Politics 
is like solving equations such as 
2+3+X+Y when X and Y are un-
known. In any case, our relentless 
work continues to achieve the 
desired victory, utilizing all avail-
able resources.

MM: Anything to add?
NPL: We probably discussed the 
armed resistance mainly. In real-
ity, it’s more than that. Our main 
strength lies in the power of the 
people, and it’s crucial to em-
phasize that our approach is not 
limited to a single military opera-
tion. We are collaborating across 
different strategies to dismantle 
the terrorist military group, lever-
aging various methods beyond 
just military actions.
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Just like any other country, Myan-
mar welcomed the new year 
2024. Unlike other countries, the 
atmosphere in Myanmar is filled 
with hope as the pro-democracy 
public channels motivation and 
inspiration from Operation 1027, 
the military operation launched 
by ethnic armed groups in late 
2024 which seems to be succeed-
ing. While people celebrated the 
triumph of ethnic fighters, in alli-
ance with other resistance forces, 
the military junta simply ignored 
the defeat that its army faced in 
Northern Shan State, probably 
hoping active skirmishes would 
eventually die down when China 
stepped in diplomatically. 

However, 2024 began with a slap 

in the face for the military since 
the entire Regional Operation 
Command (Laukkai) which is one 
of the strongest commands in 
Myanmar military and stations 
in Northern Shan State, surren-
dered to Kokang’s Myanmar 
National Democratic Alliance 
Army (MNDAA) which is one of 
the members of Three Brother-
hood Alliance in the first week of 
January. The surrender was led 
by six brigadier generals and in-
cluded almost 4,000 personnel, 
thousands of heavy weaponry, 
and ammunition. One significant 
point to note here is the involve-
ment of the United Wa State 
Army (UWSA) which initially dis-
tanced itself from Myanmar’s pol-
itics after the coup. UWSA raised 

its flag in the middle of Hopang 
town after the successful siege 
by the Three Brotherhood Alli-
ance. While the military regime’s 
spokesperson General Zaw Min 
Tun admitted that Laukkai fell, a 
UWSA liaison officer also publicly 
declared that they had controlled 
Hopang. 

The majority of Myanmar citi-
zens were overjoyed with these 
news stories, and military ana-
lysts took an easy guess that con-
flicts would be intensified in the 
new year. Still, not everyone cele-
brates this shift in power because 
higher officials and businessmen 
from Lashio, the capital of East-
ern Shan State, have prepared to 
flee as they worry that they will 

The Coup: Three-year-long Nightmare 
or Blessing in Disguise?
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be the next hotspot after the fall 
of Northern Shan State to ethnic 
and resistance forces.

Are cities actually safe havens?
War only means people will suf-
fer. Not just for humans, it is a ba-
sic instinct that all living things 
on earth flee to a safer place 
when their habitats face danger. 
Internally displaced people from 
conflict zones take refuge in big-
ger cities that they think are still 
peaceful. Questions remain for 
these bigger cities too. Are cities 
actually safe to live in? What kind 
of threats awaits city dwellers? 
How can they remain resilient 
when conflicts seep into their cit-
ies? 

Cities from central Myanmar 
are still considered livable for all 
classes compared to the con-
flict zones. Clubs and bars are 
full houses regardless of age and 
class, and this may give the illu-
sion that cities are safe. Still, they 
are not entirely safe although 
they are not as life-threaten-
ing as conflict zones. The bigger 
question is if big cities can prom-
ise the safety of those who come 
to take refuge. We will further 
discuss some major threats that 
Myanmar cities face. 

Min Aung Hlaing’s army
The number one threat for all 
residents of Myanmar is the mil-
itary itself. Although the army is 
losing the fight against the re-
sistance fighters in ethnic areas, 
the regime troops in cities con-
tinue to terrorize the defenseless 
populace by holding them at 
gunpoint. To this day, the regime 
continues to abduct people in-
cluding youths if they find them 
suspicious, and then torture 
them in interrogation centers. 

Some families have the means to 
bribe the military for the release 
of their sons and daughters with 

tens of thousands of Myanmar 
kyats but those without these 
means end up behind bars for 
the long term, and in some cas-
es, some lose their lives. It has 
become a routine for the military 
to scheme with regime-appoint-
ed ward administrators, conduct 
surprise checks at civilian houses 
in designated wards, and then 
extort money from them. Even 
in broad daylight, the regime 
soldiers can be seen working to-
gether with traffic police, stop-
ping cars on the road and asking 
for bribe money with the reason 
of “road safety”. While the mili-
tary council states in the media 
allocation of “security personnel” 
in cities, these soldiers are simply 
roaming around like mobs and 
terrorizing civilians.

Lack of job opportunities 
The trust built between the 
then-civilian government and 
foreign investors from 2011 to 
2021 collapsed when Min Aung 
Hlaing staged the coup on 1st 
February 2021. As a result, sever-
al foreign investors phased out 
and eventually terminated their 
projects which consequently ad-
versely affected the job market. 
Young people are robbed of job 
opportunities and career devel-
opment. On the other hand, lo-
cal businesses were gearing up 
to resume their work in the new 
normal in 2021 after struggling in 
the first year of the Covid-19 pan-
demic in 2020 but unfortunately, 
the military coup only prolonged 
their struggle due to the mis-
management and illogical poli-
cies by the military council. As a 
result, thousands of employees 
across the country have been 
laid off and many struggle to find 
new jobs.

As an alternative, young and able 
people find better jobs abroad. 
Employment agencies for Thai-

land, Malaysia, Singapore, South 
Korea and Japan are busier than 
ever, and service fees for those 
agencies are skyrocketing as well. 

Threat of mobsters
The intention of internally dis-
placed people is simple. They 
would move to cities that prom-
ise safety and provide job op-
portunities for their livelihood 
moving forward. It is visible that 
IDPs are slowly moving to cities, 
but they are not the only group 
that seeps into society. Since its 
power grab, the military council 
has released over 30,000 prison-
ers intending to reduce interna-
tional and internal pressure on it, 
and only a handful of them are 
political prisoners while the ma-
jority are criminals. Surely, these 
individuals head to urban areas 
in different states and regions 
only to face a difficult life with 
limited job opportunities and an 
increasing cost of living. This sit-
uation pushes them to resort to 
criminal activities. News reports 
have proven that the crime rate 
is rising with no rule of law. 

Policing mechanism
Myanmar Police Force (MPF) 
has always been considered a 
subordinate institute for the 
military. To make this situation 
worse, the military losing a large 
number of its troops in the bat-
tlefronts around the country de-
mands the police force to act as 
a secondary attack force against 
resistance forces, and eventual-
ly tarnishes the role and mech-
anism of the police force. With 
such demand, Myanmar Police 
Force is put in a position where 
it fails to perform its primary ob-
jective which is to enforce the 
rule of law in the country. Rather 
than keeping citizens’ lives safe, 
the police force has to cooperate 
in cracking down on anti-coup 
protesters and oppressing dis-
sidents while generating their 
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income by extorting from the 
people. Even though crime rates 
have increased in the urban ar-
eas, bandits are still at large. Vic-
tims also no longer bother to file 
complaints as they lose faith in 
the policing system which will 
only cost them money and time 
if they get extorted. This is a sign 
that the policing mechanism is 
no longer effective in the country.

Shortage of goods, basic medi-
cines, and increasing commod-
ities prices
Myanmar citizens used to claim 
that contentment was a virtue 
as they tried to survive under the 
iron fist of military rule. When 
the country opened its doors 
to the world from 2011 to 2021, 
these people were introduced 
to good and quality commodi-
ties and hospitality services, and 
they seemed to enjoy these new 
experiences. With new imports 
from Western countries coming 
in, Myanmar citizens who were 
mostly familiar with products 
from the region, especially from 
China, started to use international 
brands. Unfortunately, since the 
military staged the coup, these 
brands gradually pulled out their 
businesses from Myanmar due 
to new restrictions made by the 
military council. As a result, peo-
ple experience a shortage of im-
ported goods, commodities, and 
medicines, and consequently, 
the prices of whatever items that 
still flow into the country by any 
means increase. 

This impacts the entire country, 
but those in big cities with decent 
money suffer the most. From 
branded items that are worth 
thousands of dollars to cheap 
coffee sachets, most items are 
out of stock in the supermarket 
as the import trade is affected by 
the regime’s red tape. Even the 
rich people who used to be able 
to purchase the newest iPhones 

in the same month of release 
from the comfort of their own 
homes in Yangon or Mandalay 
can no longer afford this luxury. 
Similarly, imported ready-made 
milk bottles are most of the time 
out of stock in every supermar-
ket, but when they are on shelves 
the next time, the prices hike at 
least 3 to 4 times than the last 
time they hit the shelves. People 
with money complain, “It doesn’t 
matter if the price goes up. It 
sucks that products are not avail-
able when we need them.” Well, 
those who do not have that kind 
of money have no choice but to 
rely on local made products or 
low-quality products from China. 

Fuel shortage and power out-
age
Electricity blackouts are not 
something new for those who 
were born between 1985 to 1995. 
They are used to it. People in big-
ger cities had experienced a taste 
of having 24-hour electricity 
during the decade of transition, 
and they enjoyed it so much. Un-
fortunately, the country resorted 
back to the dark when the mili-
tary regime decided to distribute 
power with the quota system. 
Due to the urban lifestyle, cities 
like Yangon and Mandalay need 
regular power, but these cities 
will suffer the worst electricity 
blackout this summer. To escape 
these blackouts, diesel engine 
generators are the go-to sub-
stitutes for blackouts. However, 
buildings in Yangon are not de-
signed to house one generator 
per apartment, and there is only 
limited space for big diesel gen-
erators on the street as the city 
planning is not designed to ac-
commodate them.

Yangon is not a city that is fa-
mous for its urban planning. 
While construction companies 
were permitted to build several 
highrise buildings to accommo-

date the growing city dwellers, 
the water supply system was not 
planned very well. Those who live 
on the upper floors use motors to 
generate water for their rooms so 
the water supply in turn relies on 
electricity. If a power outage gets 
too extreme, water shortage will 
be followed promptly. So far, the 
power outage is not too terrible 
and there are still some places 
for big generators on the streets. 
But the catch is that these gen-
erators are run on fuel. Since the 
military staged the coup, peo-
ple experienced a shortage of 
fuel every now and then as they 
were imported items. However, 
it reached the worst situation in 
2023 because junta-run Myanma 
Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) 
was sanctioned by the US and 
the crisis of foreign currency ex-
change rate persisted. No sign 
shows that things will get bet-
ter for the oil and gas industry in 
2024.

Growing addictive drug prob-
lem
After the coup, a new wave of 
the nightlife industry emerged 
such as live bands, karaoke bars, 
and overnight clubs. Many peo-
ple believe that these hubs serve 
as distractions so that the public 
will stop supporting the pro-de-
mocracy movement. What is 
worse is that these places are 
homes for narcotics such as ec-
stasy and ketamine which are 
widely known as “party drugs”. 
One does not need to show ID or 
anything to buy these drugs. Us-
ers can simply say “Let’s go and 
get high” out loud in public with 
no consequences as if it means 
“Let’s go get some beer”. Night-
clubs, karaoke bars, and pubs 
are now attracting customers to 
use drugs. Special trays which 
contain drugs are ready to be 
served to customers. There is no 
way that so-called security forces 
do not know about the surge of 
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drugs, but rumor has it that mil-
itary generals are involved in this 
drug business. 

Discrimination against those 
from conflict area
News reports have been made 
that people who hold National 
ID cards from ethnic regions or 
resistant stronghold areas face 
discrimination such as having dif-
ficulties in finding jobs or accom-
modations. The General Adminis-
tration Department, currently led 
by the regime, has a strict policy to 
check newcomers to each neigh-
borhood as the regime feared 
resistance fighters seeping into 
the cities. Consequently, land-
lords and business owners avoid 
renting their properties to or hir-
ing people who come from resis-
tance stronghold regions. Even if 
internally displaced people who 
have nowhere but to take ref-

uge in cities manage to support 
themselves, the regime-appoint-
ed ward administrators keep an 
eye out for them, and occasional-
ly extort money from them. 

Guerrilla attacks
With the regime’s significant loss 
in ethnic regions, urban guerilla 
attacks resurfaced again. Guer-
rilla groups have warned the 
public to stay away from soldiers 
and to avoid moving around the 
regime’s infrastructures and 
businesses that hold affiliations 
with the regime. However, the 
cities are mostly packed in terms 
of housing and buildings, and 
the military takes this as its ad-
vantage and takes cover among 
civilians’ properties. When the 
number of urban guerilla attacks, 
collateral damage is inevitable. 
This remains one of the most im-
minent threats for those who live 

in or come to take refuge in cities.

To conclude, the military regime 
is well aware of the threats that 
urban areas face as discussed 
above, but it seems that they 
are intentionally ignoring them. 
Probably, Min Aung Hlaing and 
his gang still think they can over-
come the current dissent from 
the people. Seeing how they let 
the people suffer, one can only 
wonder if the regime is greatly 
benefiting from the people’s suf-
fering.

It feels right to say this armed re-
sistance is the ultimate battle to 
take down the military institution 
once and for all from the Myan-
mar political realm. But honest-
ly, it has been a three-year-long 
nightmare and only time will 
tell if the entire thing has been a 
blessing in disguise after all. 
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The Unfolding Exodus: Myanmar’s Youth 
Seek New Beginnings in Japan

In the wake of the coup, a wave 
of young people is abandoning 
their homeland to pursue a more 
secure and promising future. The 
exodus, driven by socio-political 
turmoil and economic challeng-
es, has become a poignant narra-
tive for thousands of parents wit-
nessing their children embark on 
a journey to an uncertain destiny.

A father laments, “Everyone is 
leaving. No more young people 
left in Myanmar.” His own daugh-
ter, like countless others, is pre-
paring to relocate to Japan. The 
stories of families being separat-
ed by borders have become trag-
ically commonplace in post-coup 
Myanmar.

According to Gallup’s interviews 

conducted within seven months 
after the coup in 2021, there has 
been a staggering increase in 
the number of Myanmar citizens 
expressing a desire to leave their 
country. The percentage surged 
from a mere 6% in 2018 to a record 
24% in late 2021. Japan, known for 
its stable employment oppor-
tunities amid a declining native 
workforce, has seen a threefold 
rise in the influx of Myanmar 
workers, with 105 local agencies 
dispatching an additional 9,627 
individuals for low-skilled manual 
jobs between late 2020 and early 
2021.

The Mainichi, Japanese daily 
news, reported in October 2022 
that the total number of Myan-
mar workers in Japan rose from 

27,798 to 47,498, representing a 
significant shift post-COVID and 
post-coup Myanmar.

Ei, a young mother in her early 
thirties from Yangon, epitomizes 
the determination of these mi-
grants. Formerly a mathematics 
teacher who used English as a 
medium in her job, she decided 
to switch careers after the coup. 
Learning Japanese became her 
ticket to overseas employment, 
driven by a desire to secure a 
better future for her children. De-
spite facing communication chal-
lenges in her new language and 
the heart-wrenching prospect of 
leaving her family behind, Ei re-
mains resolute in her decision to 
work as a caregiver trainee in Jap-
anese nursing homes.
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The increasing demand for Jap-
anese language proficiency is 
evident in the rising number of 
language courses offered both 
online and in face-to-face classes. 
The desperation of young peo-
ple is palpable, as witnessed on 5 
August 2022, when a large crowd 
anxiously sought Japanese Lan-
guage Proficiency Test (JLPT) lev-
el four (N4) forms. A prerequisite 
for working in Japan, obtaining at 
least an N4 certification has be-
come a strand of hope for these 
aspirants. Reports indicate that 
thousands, ranging from 5,000 
to 10,000 individuals, queued for 
hours, some even waiting since 

the early hours of the morning, to 
secure their test forms—a tangi-
ble ticket to their envisioned fu-
tures.

Among them is 20-year-old Kay, 
the eldest in her family, who sac-
rificed her university education 
to support her struggling family 
in Myanmar. Hailing from a farm-
ing background, Kay decided to 
become a caregiver trainee in 
Japan after achieving JLPT N4 
certification. Despite the tempo-
rary hiatus in her education, she 
remains steadfast in her commit-
ment to send money back home 
and, with unwavering hope, 

dreams of pursuing a university 
education in Japan in the future. 

While Japan has become one of 
the most popular countries that 
Myanmar youths consider mi-
grating to, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and other countries 
farther away are also proper con-
tenders for such moves as the 
homeland is no longer a place 
where the young generation can 
thrive. The stories of these young 
individuals mirror the resilience 
and aspirations of a generation 
seeking solace and opportuni-
ty beyond the confines of their 
homeland.
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Hightlights of the Armed Resistance

The armed resistance witnessed 
a significant downfall of the re-
gime in various forms. Notably, 
the impact on the regime’s aerial 
assets is evident in three major 
areas:

The Downfall of the Regime’s 
Aerial Assets:
In the span of three months, 
the regime faced four instances 
where military helicopters were 
either shot down or crashed due 
to engine faults. Three of these 
incidents occurred in January 
alone. As the junta’s forces lost 
ground on multiple fronts, their 
air force became a last resort. The 
news of these crashes served as 
a crucial morale boost for the re-
sistance forces and the people of 
Myanmar.

• KIA shot down regime’s he-
licopter in Winemaw tsp, 
Kachin state

The Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA) successfully downed a Rus-
sian-made Mi-17 military helicop-
ter in Winemaw township, Kachin 
state on January 3. The incident 
resulted in the deaths of six indi-
viduals aboard the aircraft while 
a major named Zaw Myo Thant 
was captured alive by the KIA. 
This marked the second instance 
of the regime’s aerial asset being 
brought down, resulting in the 
detention of its official following 
a similar incident in Karenni state 
in November.

• KIA shot down fighter jet 
in Kutkai tsp, Shan state 
(North) 

In the ongoing battle in Nam-
phatka village, Kut Kai township, 
Northern Shan state, KIA forces 
successfully shot down a regime 
jet fighter on January 16. The area 

had witnessed intense fighting 
between the Light Infantry Di-
vision 123 of the regime and the 
KIA and alliances since the final 
week of December. Two regime 
airmen on board were killed.

• KNU and alliances shot 
down another fighter jet

At least five regime officers, in-
cluding a brigadier general, were 
killed in a helicopter crash in 
Myawaddy Township, Karen State 
on January 29. The Karen Nation-
al Union (KNU), the political wing 
of the Karen National Liberation 
Army (KNLA), claimed responsi-
bility for shooting down the heli-
copter. Brig-Gen Aye Min Naung, 
serving as the newly assigned 
commander for the Myanmar ar-
my’s Light Infantry Division 44, 
was among the deceased. The 
KNU reported three majors and 
a captain killed in the crash, with 
another officer injured. The Cobra 
Column, an ally of the KNLA, also 
claimed responsibility for down-
ing the aircraft and released vid-
eo footage of the Eurocopter be-
ing fired on with heavy machine 
guns and rocket-propelled gre-
nades.

Seizure of Cities and Surren-
ders:
The armed resistance has also 
achieved substantial territorial 
control, marking a notable shift 
from the regime’s dominance 
until late October 2023. Opera-
tion 1027 has played a pivotal role, 
resulting in the capture of 39 cit-
ies/towns by either Ethnic Revo-
lutionary Organizations (EROs) or 
NUG-governed forces. Here are 
some highlighted cases:

• Laukkai Regional Command 

surrendered
Six brigadier generals and thou-
sands of troops from Laukkai 
Regional Operations Command 
Center surrendered as Kokang’s 
MNDAA forces entered the base 
on January 4. Negotiations took 
place before the surrender, and 
the surrendered individuals and 
their families were transported 
to Lashio. The Three Brotherhood 
Alliance announced the libera-
tion of Kokang, signaling a signif-
icant development in the region.

• The regime’s Forces surren-
dered Kutkai Town to PSLF/
TNLA in Shan-North

The regime’s forces surrendered 
Kutkai Town in Shan-north to the 
Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(TNLA), part of the Three Broth-
erhood Alliances and the armed 
wing of the Palaung State Liber-
ation Front (PSLF) on January 7. 
The town was captured after an 
eight-day mission initiated by 
TNLA and its alliances, leading 
to the relocation of the regime’s 
army and their families to Lashio.

• AA captured Pauktaw Town, 
Rakhine state

Pauktaw, near Sittwe, was re-
portedly captured by the Arakan 
Army (AA) on January 19. The con-
flict originated from an AA attack 
on a police station in November 
2023. By January 19, regime sol-
diers were evacuated, with the AA 
capturing ten junta soldiers alive. 
The AA was reportedly clearing 
the area to allow back in the resi-
dents who had been fleeing con-
flicts for over two months.

• Resistance forces captured 
the first regime station in 
Tanintharyi region

Allied forces, led by the KNU and 
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the PDF, successfully captured 
the regime’s Kyaukhtu outpost in 
Dawei Township, Tanintharyi Re-
gion on January 24. Eight junta 
soldiers were captured, and fif-
teen were killed with two wound-
ed. This outpost, held by the re-
gime since 1998, now becomes 
the first military station occupied 
by the resistance forces in the 
Tanintharyi Region.

• KNDF captured Mawchi 
town, Karenni state

The Karenni National Defense 
Force (KNDF) announced the 
successful capture of Mawchi 
town in Karenni (Kayah) state on 
January 28. The regime troops 
withdrew without fighting, and 
KNDF forces now claim full con-
trol over the entire Mawchi area 
after attacking and capturing key 
junta camps.

Regime’s commanders cap-
tured:

The armed resistance has not 
only achieved territorial gains but 
also notable successes in captur-
ing high-ranking regime officials. 
Several of these commanders 
were interviewed, and video clips 
of these interactions were shared 
with the public. The impact of 
these encounters is not only en-
couraging in terms of showcas-
ing the officials’ remorse but also 
holds the potential to influence 
those under their command. 
The following incidents highlight 
these achievements:

• NUG’s forces captured the 
regime’s lieutenant colonel

The NUG issued a statement 
accompanied by images show-
casing the seizure of a regime 
station in Naungcho township, 
Shan-north. The capture that 
took place on January 2 follow-
ing a day-long battle, resulted in 
casualties on both sides. Nota-
bly, the junta’s lieutenant colonel 

Thet Aung was taken alive during 
the confrontation. Colonel Thet 
Aung is the highest-ranking re-
gime official captured by NUG-af-
filiated forces.

• TNLA released a video of the 
captured regime’s brigadier 
general

On January 10, the TNLA released 
a video featuring Brigadier Gen-
eral Min Min Tun, a high-ranking 
prisoner of war captured during 
Operation 1027. The former com-
mander of Light Infantry Division 
101 expressed remorse over civil-
ian casualties and destruction 
caused by heavy weapons and 
airstrikes under his command. 
While he claimed no intentional 
targeting of civilians, he admitted 
responsibility and apologized to 
the people of Ta’ang. The video 
also conveyed his appeal to re-
gime leaders to cease war crimes, 
and he reassured his family that 
TNLA was treating him well.
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