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Folks, the month of April had been 
such a roller coaster ride with 
several loose ends. We cheered 
on the news about drone attacks 
at the airport, air force base and 
army headquarters in Nay Pyi Taw 
earlier this month. Even though 
it did not cause major damage or 
casualties, the act alone alarmed 
the regime and proved how far 
the resistance had come since 
the coup. Days after, the same 
drone fighters attacked a military 
base in Mon State, and the attack 
allegedly injured the regime’s 
second-in-command Lieutenant 
General Soe Win. The praises for 
the NUG and resistance groups 
were tremendous, and these 
news served as another wave 
of morale boost for the people 
of Myanmar since the ceasefire 
agreement of Operation 1027. 

News also traveled from Nay Pyi 
Taw prison that detained leader 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was trans-
ferred from the prison to an un-
disclosed location in Nay Pyi Taw 
around mid April. Junta’s spokes-
person confirmed the transfer, 
stating that it was to save the 
Lady from terribly hot weather in 
the prison. U Win Myint was also 
said to have been moved but no 
precise information was released 
as usual. Another notable move 
is the removal of Vice President 
Henry Van Thio due to “health 
reasons”. Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s aide remained in this posi-
tion since the coup but he was 
rarely seen in the military coun-
cil’s meetings. We certainly can-
not speculate what difference it 
will make for him as he seems 
to have been kept under house 
arrest with or without the retire-
ment from the regime’s cabinet. 

Since 2020, Myanmar people 
have not celebrated Thingyan, 
the water festival to welcome the 

Recap
Burmese New Year, and there has 
been no joyous moment since 
the coup took place in 2021. Every 
Thingyan since then, the coup 
leader Min Aung Hlaing ensured 
to organize extravaganzas to 
showcase his reign, but people, 
be they military supporters or not, 
seemed to be exhausted from 
the country’s struggle under the 
military rule. As usual, the regime 
released over 3000 prisoners on 
the new year’s day but only 4% 
of the released individuals were 
political prisoners. It seemed that 
the military deliberately contin-
ued to lock up its strong-spirited 
dissidents.

Beginning of this month also 
witnessed a brief victory where 
resistance troops led by Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA) 
seized the border town Myawad-
dy after successfully capturing 
the regime’s infantry battalion 
275. The regime’s troops were 
seen crossing the border and tak-
ing refuge in Thailand. Myawad-
dy is a key border town for trade 
along the Thai-Myanmar border, 
but is also cursed with multiple 
armed groups with different in-
terests. Unfortunately, it did not 
take long to fill the power vacu-
um as the Karen Border Guard 
Force, which showed allegiance 
to the regime, took control of 
the town again. This incident has 
raised a very important question 
to the NUG, armed actors, and 
all other resistance supporters 
how to strategically and prompt-
ly assume control when there is a 
power vacuum.

The situation in Rakhine State is 
intense, too, as the Arakan Army 
(AA) and regime continued to en-
gage in intensified clashes. More 
than 200 houses were burned 
down in mid April in Buthidaung, 
and Doctors without Borders 

(MSF) reported that its office and 
pharmacy were also destroyed. 
Meanwhile, more than 1,000 Ro-
hingya youth were forcibly re-
cruited in the military’s troops ac-
cording to UN special rapporteur 
for Myanmar Tom Andrews. 

The news from northern Shan 
State also resurfaced with MND-
AA’s public execution of its com-
manders and soldiers at the end 
of this month. A total of 10 indi-
viduals, seven MNDAA members 
and three civilians, were at the 
public trial  in Laukkai, and three 
of them were publicly executed. 
Their crimes included extortion, 
taking hostages and murder.

As Myanmar’s situation becomes 
more dire, Thailand, a close neigh-
bor that has sheltered thousands 
of refugees, has become more 
vocal and taken initiatives to help 
restore peace. This month alone, 
Thailand has declared to facilitate 
if parties from Myanmar wish to 
hold dialogues. It has also pro-
posed the involvement of three 
or more ASEAN member states 
in negotiations with the Myan-
mar regime to bring peace. Nota-
bly, the Western media has once 
again paid attention to Myanmar 
with the New York Times publish-
ing a series of news articles, pho-
to essays, and Instagram reels 
featuring Myanmar resistance 
fighters. 

What does all this mean? Are 
some powerful groups starting to 
shift their stance because our an-
ti-regime resistance has started 
to prove fruitful? Still, certain inci-
dents in April have alarmed all of 
us, including the NUG, different 
armed groups and pro-resistance 
civilians, to be more strategic, 
practical, and united as one if the 
end of the regime comes tomor-
row. 
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The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) successful-
ly occupied the regime’s last remaining strategic 
military base, Sein Lone, located between Mo-
mauk and Lwelgel towns in Kachin State.

438 civil organizations from Myanmar and around 
the world have urged the New Zealand govern-
ment to exclude Myanmar military delegates 
from the ASEAN-New Zealand gatherings and in-
stead extend invitations to representatives from 
the NUG.

Resistance forces launched drone attacks at the 
regime’s Southeastern Regional Military Head-
quarters in Mawlamyine, Mon State. The regime’s 
second-in-command General Soe Win was al-
legedly injured. 
Reports indicate that the Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA) has gained full control of Lwegel town-
ship in Moe Mauk Township, a pivotal trade city 
on the Myanmar-China border. Following the de-
parture of soldiers from Infantry Battalion 142 sta-
tioned near the local high school, KIA troops are 
now overseeing the city’s administration and se-
curity operations.
In an exclusive interview with Reuters, Thai Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin emphasized the urgen-
cy of halting the conflict in Myanmar and initiat-
ing dialogue. He highlighted the Burmese army’s 
intensified presence, urging all parties to consid-
er the consequences of continued fighting.

2024 April   
Timeline April 1, 2024

April 6, 2024

April 8, 2024

April 2, 2024

April 5, 2024

April 4, 2024

April 7, 2024

April 9, 2024

Advocacy group Justice for Myanmar alleged that 
Schlumberger, a prominent American corpora-
tion, has been supplying oil drilling equipment 
to the Myanmar Oil and Natural Gas Corporation 
(MOGE), a state entity controlled by the regime.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres announced the appointment of Ms. Julie 
Bishop, former foreign minister of Australia, as his 
special representative for Myanmar and she re-
placed Singapore’s Ms. Noeleen Heyzer.

The Ministry of Defense of the NUG announced 
that the military headquarters in Nay Pyi Taw, 
and the Aela Air Force base came under simulta-
neous drone attacks. These strikes were reported-
ly carried out by the Kloud Drone division of the 
Special Technical Force and the PDF joint force at 
the military headquarters, while the Lethal Props 
division of the Special Technical Force and the 
PDF joint forces targeted the Aela Air Force base.
The military council announced via state-owned 
newspapers individuals will only be permitted to 
cross the border if they possess a UID certificate 
with ten-digit unique identity numbers issued by 
the regime, obtained after the collection and reg-
istration of each person’s biological information. 
The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) 
commenced its five-day long 2nd People’s Con-
ference.

The Karen National Union (KNU) announced that 
approximately 617 regime personnel, including 
family members, surrendered to them at the 
Thingan Nyi Naung strategic base in Myawaddy 
Township, Karen State. This surrender represents 
the largest in KNU territory to date. 

The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) 
announced that during the Second People’s 
Conference, it was decided to repeal the 1982 Cit-
izenship Law. This decision aligns with Chapter 5 
of the Interim Legislation of the Federal Demo-
cratic Charter. The council’s statement also out-
lined plans to combat the military council’s illegal 
military conscription law and address its impacts 
through collaboration with the public and revo-
lutionary forces. 
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April 11, 2024

April 13, 2024

April 15, 2024

The Karen National Union (KNU) declared con-
certed efforts with Thai authorities to restore 
peace and stability along the Thai-Myanmar bor-
der. This collaboration involves internal and ex-
ternal alliances, including border-based Karen 
organizations, aimed at ensuring the safety of 
residents on both sides of the border.

The military council initiated legal proceedings 
against U Myint Hlaing, former Minister of Agri-
culture and Irrigation under U Thein Sein’s ad-
ministration, invoking Section 55 of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Law. The 71-year-old former lieutenant 
general was apprehended at his residence in Nay 
Pyi Taw on the same day.

According to reports from Thai media, Prime 
Minister Srettha Thavisin directed the Thai Army 
and Air Force to promptly respond and take nec-
essary measures in case of any violation of Thai 
airspace by Myanmar military’s aircrafts. In the 
decree issued by the Thai defense minister, it or-
dered an immediate response within a five-min-
ute window should fighter jets from the Myan-
mar military  breach Thai airspace.

Data For Myanmar group, which tracks burnings, 
reported that more than 80,000 homes have 
been burned and destroyed across Myanmar in 
the over three years since the military coup. Ac-
cording to the statement, as of March 2024, a to-
tal of 83,746 homes had been destroyed by arson 
perpetrated by the military council army.

Casualties were reported in a blast incident near 
the water festival pandal of the Mandalay May-
or. Two explosions occurred around 10:30 am at 
the corner of 71st Street, between 26th and 27th 
Streets, despite heavy security in the area.

April 12, 2024

April 10, 2024

According to a Karenni Army (KA) spokesperson, 
the regime suffered heavy losses in men killed 
and captured alive during a clash. The reinforce-
ments that arrived in Hpasaung were intercepted 
by Karenni resistance forces midway, resulting in 
a day-long battle.

April 16, 2024

April 18, 2024

April 14, 2024

According to the PNLA, 15 soldiers, including 
Captain Wai Lin Maung and Major Aung Kyaw 
Tun from the Battalion 507 and 509 respectively, 
were killed in the conflict in Hsihseng Township. 
As the junta’s army entered Hsihseng Township, 
a string of clashes erupted with the revolutionary 
forces.

A protest erupted at Myitkyina Prison in Kachin 
State, resulting in four inmates killed and eight 
others injured. The protest took place because 
only three out of 42 inmates who received the 
New Year pardon were political prisoners. Ac-
cording to sources close to the prison, the protest 
was suppressed by prison authorities and regime 
troops who opened fire on the inmates.

April 17,  2024
The Political Prisoners Network of Myanmar 
(PPNM) reported that out of the 3,303 prisoners 
granted amnesty by the military council on the 
first day of the Myanmar New Year, only 101 are 
political prisoners, amounting to a mere four per-
cent. Ko Thaik Tun Oo, head of the Political Pris-
oners Network, noted that not a single political 
prisoner was released in Sagaing, where the re-
sistance groups hold significant influence.
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April 22, 2024

April 20, 2024

April 25, 2024

April 26, 2024

April 29, 2024

April 23, 2024

April 21, 2024

April 24, 2024

April 28, 2024

April 30, 2024

According to an article published by the United 
States Institute of Peace (USIP), leaders of the 
Karen Border Guard Force (BGF) are allegedly 
linked to Chinese money laundering syndicates 
in Myawaddy Township, Karen State, along the 
Thai-Myanmar border. The individuals implicated 
in these activities include BGF leader Colonel Saw 
Chit Thu, Lieutenant Colonel Saw Moat Thon, and 
Major Tin Win.

According to a report by Bangladesh’s bdnews 
on April 25, 288 military council troops and border 
guards who had fled to Bangladesh have been 
repatriated. They were handed over to a military 
navy vessel in Bangladesh’s territorial waters on 
the morning of April 25. The report also mentions 
that on April 24, a vessel dispatched by the mil-
itary council transported 173 detained Bangla-
deshis back to Myanmar in exchange.

The European Union (EU) announced the exten-
sion of sanctions against Myanmar for another 
year, citing the lack of progress in the country’s 
situation. The decision comes in response to on-
going suppression of democratic efforts and es-
calating human rights violations in Myanmar. 

SOAS University of London is under scrutiny for 
the ASEAN Film Festival that it hosted as the uni-
versity invited Tun Aung Kyaw, the regime’s UK 
representative, to the opening ceremony. His 
participation was highlighted by the regime-con-
trolled media and used for propaganda purposes.

Seven youths from two villages near the regime’s 
Aelar airbase in Naypyitaw were arrested. Prior 
to the arrests, the Aelar airbase had reportedly 
come under rocket attack. Subsequently, regime 
soldiers conducted raids on the nearby villages, 
seizing one individual from each household.

MNDAA (Myanmar National Democratic Alliance 
Army) announced the execution of a 36-year-old 
district commander and two soldiers in Laukkai, 
northern Shan State, before the public. Along-
side the death sentences, seven soldiers, includ-
ing two lieutenant commanders, received prison 
terms. The district commander, condemned to 
death, abused his authority by holding two Bur-
mese drivers, over 10 Chinese nationals, and six 
Vietnamese hostages between July and Septem-
ber 2023.

According to an official from the People’s De-
fense Force speaking to the Khit Thit news agen-
cy, a clash took place between a military column 
and resistance forces near Sintkine and Tatywar 
villages in Watlat Township, Sagaing Region, re-
sulting in the death of one soldier from the re-
gime side and three injured.

According to Khit Thit news media, deputy junta 
chief Soe Win has resumed his duties at his  of-
fice in Nay Pyi Taw. He has been missing from 
public sight since after the drone attack on April 
8, but is now back at his office.

A recent UNCDF report titled “Aspects of Myan-
mar’s Economic Recovery and Digital Transfor-
mation” cited the State Administration Council 
(SAC) as the “government of Myanmar” and advo-
cates for economic collaboration with this group. 
Following backlash, UNCDF has taken down the 
report from its website.

312 Thai and international civil society groups 
have issued an open letter addressed to the Thai 
government to acknowledge the wishes of the 
Burmese people to recognize that State Coun-
selor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win 
Myint are the legitimate leaders of Myanmar.
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April was lively with several signif-
icant events shaping Myanmar’s 
politics. We had a chat with Kyaw, 
a political analyst and former 
member of the National League 
for Democracy based in Mae Sot, 
on the Thai-Myanmar border, to 
get his perspective on the cur-
rent state of armed resistance.

MM: April saw a lot of action, 
from reports of the deputy chief 
being injured to the resistance 
forces capturing Myawaddy, a 
strategic border town, and the 
relocation of State Counsellor 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Then, at the 
end of the month, everything 
seemed to change again, with 
the deputy chief appearing 
on TV, the regime reclaiming 
Myawaddy, and the Lady be-

ing sent back to prison. What’s 
your take on all of this?

Kyaw (K): Well, battles often in-
volve advances and retreats. 
Yes, the regime’s deputy chief 
was injured in Mawlamyine, and 
the resistance forces, led by the 
Karen National Liberation Army 
(KNLA), took control of Myawad-
dy. These are tangible outcomes 
of the fighting. However, we later 
lost control of Myawaddy, which 
disappointed the public. But let’s 
be honest, Myawaddy is just one 
strategic town among many, and 
it doesn’t define the armed resis-
tance. The Karen National Union 
(KNU) has also emphasized this 
point. I understand that the re-
sistance forces may need to do 
more and try harder in this strug-

gle, but they also need support 
from the public, both morally 
and financially.

As for the news about the relo-
cation of the state counselor and 
the president, it’s politically sig-
nificant. The pretext might have 
been to protect them from pub-
lic unrest, but it could also be the 
regime’s way of acknowledging 
the ongoing revolution. How-
ever, it is clear that the public’s 
ultimate goal is to end military 
dominance in the country. Our 
imprisoned leaders currently lack 
control, and Min Aung Hlaing 
has ensured they remain behind 
bars.

MM: We’re hearing about di-
visions among the resistance 

Assessing Events of April
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forces in Shan-north, who 
achieved much in Operation 
1027. How might this affect the 
armed resistance if the Allied 
forces break apart?

K: Operation 1027 was a victory 
for the ethnic groups, especial-
ly in the north, and it’s seen as 
a model operation nationwide. 
The Shan-north has made strides 
toward establishing a military 
dictatorship-free state. Given 
the diverse ethnic makeup of 
Shan State, efforts to fairly divide 
and govern the land will lay the 
groundwork for a federal coun-
try in the future. I see these ten-
sions as a necessary part of prog-
ress. As long as those responsible 
continue to weaken the regime’s 
power and act in the state’s best 
interests, we shall see a peaceful 

scene in northern Myanmar soon.

MM: The regime’s Home Affairs 
Minister Lieutenant-General Yar 
Pyae visited China at the same 
time as the US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken. What im-
pact might this have on Myan-
mar politics?

K: It’s no secret that China influ-
ences Min Aung Hlaing’s military. 
Meanwhile, the US has been a key 
ally in our fight for democracy, 
as evidenced by the Burma Act. 
While it’s intriguing that both vis-
its occurred simultaneously, Chi-
na will likely encourage Min Aung 
Hlaing’s administration to crack 
down on online scams and ad-
dress issues like the Kyaukphyu 
Special Economic Zone, which 
is increasingly falling under the 

control of the Arakan Army (AA).

MM: April was a challenging 
month for all involved in the 
armed resistance, particular-
ly for Min Aung Hlaing and his 
army. We’ve heard rumors of 
coup attempts within the mil-
itary. What’s your perspective 
on this?

K: It’s simple. Whether these 
rumors are true or not doesn’t 
matter. Even without Min Aung 
Hlaing, the military would con-
tinue to oppress the people of 
Myanmar. Our focus should be on 
completely removing this institu-
tion from our country. We must 
continue our efforts regardless of 
rumors.
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Reading Between the Headlines 
Where Myanmar Stands

On April 20, 2024, The New York 
Times published an article called 
A Ragtag Resistance Sees the 
Tide Turning in a Forgotten War, 
which followed a young girl 
fighting against the junta in the 
Karenni State, Myanmar. What 
caught our attention was the use 
of the word “Forgotten” in the ti-
tle. In the very first sentence, the 
word appears again. We could 
not agree more with the usage. 
Another article was published in 
The New York Times on April 20, 
2024. It’s titled Why Myanmar’s 
War Matters, Even if the World 
Isn’t Watching. Once again, the 
title is spot on. Although it is 
deep into three years, Myanmar’s 
fight for resistance has long been 
forgotten. To be fair, the world 
has its fair share of troubles to 

monitor. A country in Southeast 
Asia between China and India 
does not make enough noise to 
keep an eye on all the time. The 
New York Times is reminding the 
world about our existence now as 
if the great media platform itself 
has not forgotten our fight.

The timing could not have been 
better
A week before the article was 
published, precisely on April 12, 
The New York Times ran an arti-
cle titled Myanmar Rebels Take 
Key Trading Town, but Counter-
offensive Looms. The piece was 
about the news of the capture 
of Myawaddy, a strategic border 
town between Myanmar and 
Thailand, by the resistance forces. 
The event shook all stakeholders 

involved in the resistance, includ-
ing the regime itself, the people 
of Myanmar, and other armed 
organizations across the country. 
Never once in history, the Myan-
mar military has been defeated 
like this to lose a town as signif-
icant as Myawaddy. Apparently, 
it has also raised the eyebrows 
of onlookers from afar, such as 
the so-called international com-
munity, and the international 
media. At that moment, the sei-
zure of Myawaddy suggested the 
ultimate victory could be on the 
verge. Some people may have 
taken notes and decided to place 
a bet on the leading horse in the 
race.

The news about Myawaddy re-
minded people of the real pos-

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-war-rebels.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-war-rebels.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war-consequences.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war-consequences.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war-consequences.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/12/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/12/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/12/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
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sibility of the resistance forces 
coming out on top in this fight. 
And no one better than the West-
ern media, such as the likes of 
The New York Times does it well; 
educating the world about why 
it exists and why it matters, just 
in time, just when the most sig-
nificant town of Myanmar’s bor-
der trade was seized. On April 20, 
2024, a third article appeared in 
The New York Times titled What’s 
Happening In Myanmar’s Civ-
il War? This time, the piece is 
about the Myanmar war, with ap-
pealing visuals and infographics 
where the fights are happening, 
the location of armed forces, the 
number of displacements, and at 
the end, it informs about the peo-
ple of Myanmar and whether the 
country is called Burma or Myan-
mar, fact-based explainers which 
can be easily grasped for those 
who want to understand the sit-
uation. 

We are not blaming them
It’s necessary to clear the air here 
that the point of the article is not 
to call the Western media out. 
We do not count on anyone out-
side the country to keep monitor-
ing events happening in Myan-
mar. We do not think it’s in the 
best interests of a total stranger 
to care for our cause. In the ear-
ly days of the coup, the people 
of Myanmar hoped for a UN in-
tervention where the US soldiers 
would save us. But the fantasy 
did not last long. People learned 
fast and learned hard. The armed 
resistance in Myanmar would not 
have come this far without the 
quick realization of the fact that 
we are on our own. 

There are a few things that at-
tention from the outside world 
could potentially contribute to 
the cause at hand; such as advo-
cating for an embargo on arms 
trade and aviation fuel between 
the junta and its allies, as well as 

urging the UN to place “No Fly 
Zone” in Myanmar to prevent 
more airstrikes and calling for the 
United States to unfreeze USD 1 
billion for the revolutionary forc-
es. Other than that, we are pret-
ty much okay being on our own. 
Hence, we do not believe the 
Western media has the “duty” to 
serve our purpose. We just have 
one question, considering the 
timing of growing coverage on 
our resistance: “Do they know 
something that we don’t?”

Do they really know something 
we don’t?
Before the publication of the ar-
ticles mentioned above, The New 
York Times rarely ran more than 
one article about Myanmar in 
the same month, let alone on the 
same day. Its previous coverages 
on Myanmar were routine news 
on the well-being and updates of 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the latest con-
scription law, and featured stories 
on individuals contributing to the 
resistance in their own ways. Even 
during Operation 1027 which was 
one of the greatest highlights of 
the resistance, only one article 
titled Rebels Are Notching Key 
Wins Against the Military Junta 
in Myanmar reached a wider au-
dience.  

In early April, we happened to 
experience much positive news, 
the victory of Myawaddy, the at-
tack on Deputy Junta Chief Soe 
Win, and the relocation of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi and President 
U Win Myint. All the Western 
news coverage took place at the 
same time. This sparked a ques-
tion amongst us: why now? It 
feels as if the Western media al-
ready know who is coming out 
on top of the fight and they want 
to be prepared for the outcome. 
The situation parallels the irony 
of a newspaper drafting an obitu-
ary for a former president on the 
brink of death. If there is no such 

thing, why are we on the news 
suddenly? Do they, the Western 
media, find that the world has 
too many problems to focus on, 
it’s time to close this tiny chapter 
that features us. If so, do they call 
the shots?

Tables have been turned, sadly
Just when we were so excited 
about the positive news and the 
international coverage of Myan-
mar, the dynamics of the politics 
in the country changed again. 
In the later stages of April, the 
regime somehow took hold of 
Myawaddy through its ally. The 
state counselor and the president 
have been put back in prison af-
ter unsuccessful negotiations 
with the regime, the deputy chief 
is reportedly back controlling the 
military operation surrounding 
Karen State. In reality and the 
long run, they may not even turn 
out to be negative news. Howev-
er, at least, all this news serves as 
reality checks for us, the ultimate 
victory may not be that soon. 

The latest coverage about Myan-
mar in The New York Times 
has been the news that the re-
gime has captured the strategic 
Myawaddy back, titled Myan-
mar’s Junta Recaptures Town 
That Was a Significant Gain for 
Rebels. With this, all the ques-
tions we had above were proven 
wrong. The Western media is not 
particularly aware of any poten-
tial victory, and it does not call 
the shots. At best, the paper was 
simply hoping to predict a win-
ner and willing to bet on it for the 
time being. 

We don’t know how long until 
another piece is run by The New 
York Times about Myanmar. It 
will probably not write many 
more stories until it is confident 
of another potential ending to 
this madness, no matter who the 
winner may be.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/04/20/world/asia/myanmar-civil-war.html?smid=url-share
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN2AW2MC/
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN2AW2MC/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/10/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-military-junta.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/10/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-military-junta.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/10/world/asia/myanmar-rebels-military-junta.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/asia/myanmar-junta-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/asia/myanmar-junta-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/asia/myanmar-junta-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/24/world/asia/myanmar-junta-rebels-myawaddy.html?smid=url-share
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Onlookers in Myanmar’s fight
In every sport, there are fans and 
there are onlookers. Fans cheer 
on their teams regardless of the 
game’s result or the dynam-
ics of the games. The onlookers 
only start jumping when they 
sense a positive result out of the 
game. Fans drive and motivate 
the players during the matches, 

but onlookers only join in the cel-
ebration afterward. Myanmar’s 
current situation has many on-
lookers who will observe from 
a distance and join in when it’s 
time for celebration. Until then, 
the players on the pitch have so 
much work to do. Once again, it’s 
not the duty of Western media to 
cheer on a fight where they don’t 

have a dog in. They should just 
better be ready with facts and 
information about the winner 
when the results are clear. 

Until then, it could be long before 
we read about Myanmar’s war in 
the international media.
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Back home they’re throwing water under the stifling sun 
I remember too how it used to be fun 
A new year for new beginnings
They like to say
The beginning of ends is the most we pray

It’s a nice idea I used to think
Wash away a year’s worth of guilt
If only it was that easy to undo what has been done
To repair transgressions once they’ve begun
The streets are stained with sins that can’t be washed away
The remnants of rectitude left astray

I look in the mirror and see the cracks I’ve opened
No amount of water could fix what feels broken
The sickly hot smell of wet pavements in heat 
I think about all that was washed away 
and at times I wish I hadn’t stayed

I’ll scrub my skin raw and red
Pull out the weeds of my twisted nest
I lay in the water hot and cold 
Cursing the bones of this makeshift home 

How do you wash away racked up rot?
Absorbed by the pores of concrete floors and little girls
Something foul and alive under the surface
An ice cold flood to rinse off this curse
As long as I can’t cleanse myself of this grief
It means nothing to turn over a new leaf. 

Clean

12
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From Entertainment to Resistance: 
Evolution of Drone Usage in Myanmar

This year, right before the Thing-
yan festival, the traditional new 
year festival for the Buddhist cal-
endar, the whole country was 
celebrating when they heard the 
regime’s strongest hold Nay Pyi 
Taw had been attacked by the 
resistance forces with handmade 
drones. Even though the attack 
did not cause significant damage 
in the regime’s bases, Myanmar 
people took this attack as the first 
milestone by using handmade, 
improvised drones in the history 
of the resistance. U Yee Mon, De-
fense Minister for National Unity 
Government (NUG), wrote on his 
social media that “Every target of 
the terrorist military council had 
been registered and could be at-
tacked.” 

Days later, more exciting news 

was delivered to Myanmar peo-
ple as the regime’s number 
two leader Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief General Soe Win was 
attacked and injured in Mon 
State as the same drone unit that 
carried out the attack in Nay Pyi 
Taw launched multiple drone at-
tacks.

Although none of the reliable 
news media has received verified 
information about Soe Win’s sit-
uation, it is rare to see his public 
appearance on the national tele-
vision ever since. Whether Soe 
Win was eventually attacked by 
drones or not, these attacks have 
boosted the morale of the resis-
tance groups, their supporters 
and the civilian government. 

So many questions arose. Why 

is drone warfare so important 
for the revolution? When drones 
were introduced to Myanmar? 
How have drones evolved to 
such capacities? To answer these 
questions, we shall take a look 
back at the history of drones in 
the country. 

Before drones came into the 
scene, aerial shots were made 
with various means depending 
on the budget of a project in the 
International film industry. As 
for our poor country, we did not 
have the privilege of filming ae-
rial footage with commercial air-
crafts before drones came into 
the scene. Crane shots were the 
best we could get. However, I wit-
nessed the waves of introduction 
of commercial improvised drones 
for videography for the first time 
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in 2011 as I was working in the in-
dustry. My first improvised drone 
experience was also in the same 
year as I worked for a commer-
cial video production company in 
Myanmar. 

When commercial drones were 
introduced, filmmakers and vid-
eographers from both main-
stream and independent scenes 
were thrilled to use these new 
gadgets to get rare aerial footage 
of Myanmar’s significant land-
marks. Those in Yangon dreamed 
and eventually attempted to fly 
over Shwedagon Pagoda to take 
magnificent aerial shots of the 
world famous stupa. Unfortu-
nately, authorities prohibited it, 
reasoning that it was disrespect-
ful to the holy site.

A private drone engineer who 
goes by the name DES recol-
lected the time he was asked by 
Shwedagon Pagoda’s patrons to 
submit quotations for anti-drone 
EMI (Electromagnetic Interfer-
ence) guns to prevent fly-over 
to Shwedagon pagoda during 
Thein Sein administration.

It’s very expensive,” he said. “Even 
if you can afford it, you have to be 
ready 24/7 because you can’t pre-
dict when the drone will fly to the 
target.”

During the reign of quasi-dem-
ocratic government, commercial 
drone development was signifi-
cantly visible in the country. Pro-
fessionals and enthusiasts alike 
were not only using improvised 

drones, but also Chinese-made 
drones that were imported in the 
country in large quantities. DJI 
is a famous brand for Myanmar 
drone users. 

Later on, the use of drones ex-
panded to industries other than 
film and videography. Techni-
cians from the agricultural sec-
tor, as well as, satellite mapping 
sector were introduced to drones 
for their work. Although the use 
of drones were beneficial and 
widely adopted, those in power 
tried to limit the drone usage.

The government then did not 
have any proper directive or law 
for importing modern drones 
and domestic usage. Howev-
er, there were incidents where 
drone users were prosecuted for 
simply flying drones in certain lo-
cations. In one of the significant 
incidents, two foreign journalists, 
a local journalist and their driver 
were taken in custody for flying 
their drone over a restricted zone 
which was the parliament build-
ing in the administrative capital, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Despite the inter-
national community’s request 
for their release, all four of them 
were charged with the 1930 An-
ti-Aircraft Act and sentenced to 
jail for two months. By that time, 
I shifted from commercial film-
making to video journalism, and 
I actually witnessed that incident 
as I was in Nay Pyi Taw to cover a 
news event. 

Aung Naing Soe, the local jour-
nalist who was detained in said 

event, recalled the event on how 
he had tricked the police by 
switching the SD cards to keep 
the footage of parliament build-
ing they were shooting. He was 
amused just for revealing their 
sneaky secret that had done right 
in front of the police. 

He said, “I told them that I would 
replace the battery of the drone 
in the shade, then I secretly 
switched SD card. They are just 
fools. If they noticed our intention 
of switching the SD card and if 
they eventually located the right 
one that was hidden in the van, 
they would be able to charge us 
with the highest accusation like 
the Official Secrets Act”. 

He added that the act that was 
used to charge them was con-
stituted back in 1930. “It was just 
a joke. It showed that their in-
tention to put us behind bars is 
to teach us lessons. Not just to 
us but to journalists around the 
country.” 

Since then, it was obvious that 
Myanmar was not ready to face 
the threat of drones both con-
stitutionally and militarily. How-
ever, around 2021, a sophisti-
cated drone prevention system 
emerged in Singapore, another 
country in the region.

DES said, “When I was living in 
the neighborhood called Pasir 
Ris, Changi airport was in its vi-
cinity. I was testing my drone 
and when my drone reached the 
altitude where flights usually fly. 
Singaporean law enforcement 
detected it, and about 15-20 min-
utes later, they even located the 
pilot. I was astounded that Singa-
porean authorities had the ability 
to detect not just drones but the 
pilot.” 

Even to this day, the Myanmar 
military surely does not own such 

Since the early phase of our revolution in 
February 2021, drones played an instru-
mental role, helping to produce visually 
stunning overhead footage of thousands 
of nonviolent protestors in the streets.
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a drone defense system.

Since the early phase of our rev-
olution in February 2021, drones 
played an instrumental role, help-
ing to produce visually stunning 
overhead footage of thousands of 
nonviolent
protestors in the streets. These 
photos and footage were widely 
recognized by both local and in-
ternational media. 

Soon after, the purpose of drone 
usage quickly changed as young 
and creative activists used drones 
to spy on the junta’s movements. 
The peaceful protestors gained 
an unparalleled upper hand over 
the ruthless army, thanks to new 
technology strategically. As this 
signaled a turning point, the mil-
itary council moved quickly to 
outlaw the use of drones in pub-
lic. When this ban took place, 
the regime probably did not ex-
pect that it was the beginning of 
modern warfare. As the regime 
became more vulnerable to this 
type of technical assistance, it 
tried to prevent drone usage. 
When the peaceful protests were 
violently cracked down by brutal 
army forces, the streets of Myan-

mar were covered with the blood 
of its own citizens. The brutality 
of the regime pushed people to 
pick up arms to protect them-
selves from the coup regime. 
That was when the long journey 
for resistance fighters and their 
supporters had begun. At first, 
there were many people who did 
not believe in the armed revo-
lution, including both local and 
international experts who did 
not believe that newly recruited 
fighters could topple the Myan-
mar military. Many assumed that 
the regime might have ruled 
the country with iron fists for 
decades the way other previous 
dictators did. Myanmar military 
also showed off that they were 
the strongest institution in the 
country which also ranked 38 in 
the global list. It has also experi-
enced various insurgencies since 
Myanmar’s independence from 
the British empire. 

However, the resistance fighters’ 
deployment of unconventional 
tactics with a twist of advanced 
technology and creative innova-
tion has been a nightmare for the 
Myanmar military. Three years af-
ter the coup, the resistance fight-
ers’ creativity has evolved, and 
the unwavering financial and 
moral support of the citizens who 
love to see the end of the regime 
has sustained Myanmar’s armed 
revolution.

Local news quoted U Yee Mon, 
the NUG’s defense minister, that 
it had formed the Air Force on 
7 September 2021. Some peo-
ple joked about this statement 
while many shrugged that it was 
technically impossible. Howev-
er, when the regime accelerat-
ed its aerial attacks on civilians, 
resistance groups invested time 
and energy to find ways to de-
fend themselves from air strikes 
and establish capacity against 
the junta. In 2022, the NUG an-

nounced that Project Dragonfly, 
one of their fundraising cam-
paigns for air defense, raised 
USD 2.2 million, and some funds 
had been used for aerial defense 
and counter-aerial offensive. Two 
years later in 2024, the public was 
amazed to hear the news of aerial 
drones infiltrating the air defense 
system of Nay Pyi Taw, the heart 
of the regime. Just a few days lat-
er, another drone attack which al-
legedly injured the regime’s sec-
ond most important person was 
reported.

On the ground, the Myanmar 
army has been facing defeat left 
right and center even before 
these drone attacks by the resis-
tance forces. With sponsorship 
of the NUG, independent resis-
tance groups successfully waged 
drone war against the regime’s 
forces, and the attacks have been 
so impactful that the regime’s 
deputy home affairs minister ad-
mitted that their major threat in 
modern warfare is drone attack. 
Lieutenant General Ni Lin Aung, 
who also serves as the chief of 
Myanmar Police Force, made a 
comment at the 2023 Conference 
of Global Public Security Forum, 
which was held August last year 
in China’s Jiangsu province under 
the theme “One World, Common 
Security.” He said at the confer-
ence that “terrorist groups” are 
increasingly using drones world-
wide, which is creating a chal-
lenge. He also suggested that it 
is essential to enhance regional 
and bilateral cooperation to pre-
vent weapons, including drones, 
from falling into the hands of 
criminals and malicious groups 
worldwide, and that border con-
trols should be strengthened to 
prevent so-called terrorist groups 
from receiving drones.

Why has the Myanmar army failed 
to prevent the resistance’s impro-
vised drone war? One may won-

The regime’s no-
torious generals 
may get rich by 
milking the in-
stitution dry but 
they are not will-
ing to spend a 
penny to protect 
its troops and 
subordinates.
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der, and drone Engineer DES has 
an answer. He said, “If you want to 
defend drones in effective ways, 
you need money, technology and 
also connections. And even if you 
have money and connection, you 
must choose the right vendor. 
Otherwise, you’ll end up with low 
quality, inauthentic products.” 

It is true that resistance forces 
have managed to infiltrate Myan-
mar military’s jamming tech-
niques in most of the scenarios. 
In some cases, we heard that the 
drone dropped the bombs right 
on the building where the jam-
ming equipment was on top of it. 

U Maung Swe, deputy secretary 
of NUG’s Defense Ministry, re-
cently told RFA Burmese that 
their drones can be easily used 
despite the junta’s jammers, be-
cause they know the jammer fre-
quency of anti-drone guns used 
by the regime. The regime’s no-
torious generals may get rich by 
milking the institution dry but 
they are not willing to spend a 
penny to protect its troops and
subordinates. Apart from the 
ones to protect the VIPs, most 
of the drone-preventing equip-
ment are bought from China and 
mostly second hand equipment 
or outdated ones. 

However, Aung Naing Soe shares 
a different perspective. He ex-
plained how bad the Myanmar 
army is losing in the technolo-
gy war based on his experience. 
When he was in custody in Nay 
Pyi Taw, he met a so-called tech-
nical expert. “By that time we 
had been brought to the po-
lice station, an army officer who 
called himself as a technical ex-
pert came to the police station to 
inspect our drone. He could not 
even locate the data from the SD 
slot.” 

Having seen this, it did not come 

as a surprise for Aung Naing Soe 
to witness the junta troops be-
ing defeated by the resistance’s 
drone attacks due to their lack 
of knowledge of such innovative 
technology. 

Ironically, Myanmar’s is not the 
only army that faces losses in the 
drone battle. Russia, Myanmar’s 
devil brothers-in-arms, also en-
counters defeat due to Ukraine’s 
drone attack. However, Ukraine 
is fortunate because it has been 
supplied with the most sophis-
ticated arms and weapons in-
cluding cutting-edge kamikaze 
drones by some friendly nations. 
The international community 
has acknowledged that the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war is an invasion, 
hence, Ukraine has received tre-
mendous support to defend its 
sovereignty from a powerful for-
eign country. 

Meanwhile, what has happened 
in Myanmar to this day is widely 
seen as merely an internal po-
litical turmoil. Despite this view 
from the outside world, people 
of Myanmar have time and again 
shown the world their eagerness 
to eradicate the fascist military 
regime from the country to build 
a better future. If the world ap-
plauds Ukraine for achieving vic-
tories against Russia with their 
citizens’ courage, Myanmar peo-
ple are also winning the most 
brutal army in the region, minus 
the international help and arms 
supplies. 

DES explained, “While Ukraine 
troops use military-grade drones 
with fuel cells which can fly for 
up to 24-hours, Myanmar’s re-
sistance fighters are using RC-
grade lithium batteries in their 
improvised drones which inevi-
tably limits the flight time due to 
the lack of high-tech support.”

“Imagine if the resistance groups 

are upgraded to use the fuel-cell 
power batteries, there will be 
more milestones,” he added.

In the latest propaganda film 
made by the Myanmar military, 
one of the soldier characters 
danced to Michael Jackson’s 
song Beat it as his outpost was 
crashed by the resistance forces 
(note: they used the term “ter-
rorist” in the film) with bombs 
from drones. I honestly do not 
know what this particular scene 
intends to show. Probably, that 
character might have been suf-
fering from shell shock, a form of 
PTSD due to active warfare. 

Reflecting the realities, my per-
sonal interpretation of this scene 
is that it is the Myanmar mili-
tary admitting that drones have 
become a powerful threat in its 
fight with the resistance.

We write weekly to
document the coup, to
share our experience,
and to contemplate.
The daily entries can be
read here:

https://mohingamatters.com/
weekly-updates/

https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
https://mohingamatters.com/weekly-updates/
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Hightlights of the Armed Resistance
April was a whirlwind for Myan-
mar’s armed resistance, with no-
table highs and lows shaping the 
campaign. Here’s a recap of the 
month’s key military events:
 
Coordinated drone attacks on 
military bases in Nay Pyi Taw 

The Ministry of Defense of the Na-
tional Unity Government (NUG) 
announced that the military 
headquarters in Nay Pyi Taw, and 
the Aela Air Force base came un-
der simultaneous drone attacks 
on April 4. These strikes report-
edly involved the Kloud Drone 
division of the Special Technical 
Force and the PDF joint force at 
the military headquarters, while 
the Lethal Props division of the 
Special Technical Force and the 
PDF joint forces targeted the 
Alar Air Force base. Around 9 
am, 16 kamikaze drones struck 
the military headquarters, while 
13 drones targeted the Aela Air 
Force base. In response, the Air 
Defense Force, as per the military 
council’s announcement, suc-
cessfully intercepted four drones 
approaching from the east of Nay 
Pyi Taw Airport and three drones 
from the southeast of Zeyathiri 
Township, preventing any casu-
alties or structural damage. Gen-
eral Zaw Min Tun, the military 
spokesman, downplayed the se-
verity of the attack, dismissing 
the technology used by the revo-
lutionary forces as merely for en-
tertainment. However, this is the 
most significant aerial threat on 
the regime’s headquarters since 
the coup. Consequently, some 
military leaders’ meetings slat-
ed for the week were canceled, 
as well as the planned Thingyan 
party in Nay Pyi Taw, scheduled 
for military leaders.
Defense Service Academy tar-

geted in Pyin Oo Lwin, Manda-
lay Region

While the junta’s headquarters 
was targeted, its other signifi-
cant location in Pyin Oo Lwin also 
met a similar fate. In the early 
morning of April 8, a coalition of 
local resistance forces launched 
an assault on the regime’s De-
fense Service Academy (DSA) in 
Pyin Oo Lwin, Mandalay Region. 
At around 3 am, five heavy artil-
lery rounds were fired toward the 
entrance gate of the Academy, 
located on the Mandalay-Lashio 
highway road. The roadside and 
fences were reportedly damaged 
in the attack.  Again, on April 14, 
at least two explosions report-
edly rocked the compound of 
the Academy (DSA). The inci-
dent occurred around 9:30 pm, 
as two free-flight rockets struck 
buildings, resulting in 19 injuries, 
including two high-ranking of-
ficials. Significantly, the explo-
sions coincided with the arrival of 
coup leader Min Aung Hlaing in 
the town for the Thingyan vaca-
tion. The following day, Min Aung 
Hlaing conspicuously abstained 
from attending the water festival 
ceremony, with only his wife seen 
participating in the traditional 
event.

KIA’s intensified offensive in 
Kachin State

Reports indicated that the Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) gained 
full control of two towns in April. 
The first and more significant 
one is Lwege town in Moe Mauk 
Township, a pivotal trade city on 
the Myanmar-China border. Fol-
lowing the departure of soldiers 
from Infantry Battalion 142 sta-
tioned near the local high school 
on April 8, the KIA forces are now 

overseeing the city’s administra-
tion and security operations. Ac-
cording to Colonel Nawbu, KIA’s 
spokesperson, the entire city of 
Lwegel is under the KIA’s control. 
The second capture took place 
on April 29, when the KIA and al-
lied resistance forces seized Sin-
bo Town, which is situated on the 
bank of the Irrawaddy River, 60 
miles south of Myitkyina, the cap-
ital of Kachin State. Additionally, 
the KIA successfully reopened the 
entrance gate of Laiza, its head-
quarters on April 25 after more 
than 10 years. A local resident of 
Laiza described the recapture of 
the gate, previously occupied by 
regime troops, as a major military 
success. With the regime troops 
retreating following several KIA 
offensives, the KIA was able to 
reopen the old road, once threat-
ened by regime forces. KIA Lt. 
Gen. Gun Mao emphasized the 
significance of this achievement 
on his Facebook page, stating, 
‘While it may not be time for ulti-
mate celebrations, the reopening 
of the Linza Road has provided 
a sense of freedom for local res-
idents after more than 10 years. 
We will continue our efforts so 
that the entire country can expe-
rience the taste of freedom.”

The unpredictability of Myawad-
dy, Karen State

The most exciting and depress-
ing news for the public came 
from Myawaddy, Karen State. On 
April 7, the Karen National Union 
(KNU) announced that approx-
imately 617 regime personnel, 
including family members, sur-
rendered to them at the Thin-
gannyinaung strategic station 
in Myawaddy Township, Karen 
State. This surrender represents 
the largest in KNU territory to 
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date. Among those who sur-
rendered were 67 officers, 410 
troops, and 140 family members. 
The surrender followed the KNU’s 
offensive at the station on April 5. 
Following this triumph, the Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA), 
along with its allied forces, suc-
cessfully captured Infantry Bat-
talion 275, the last stronghold of 
the military council at the west-
ern entrance to Myawaddy, on 
the Myanmar-Thailand border. 
The attack, which began on April 
8 and concluded on April 11 at 4 
am, resulted in the death of 50 
military council members and 
injuries to two members of the 
joint resistance forces. Despite 
the victory, uncertainties loomed 
over the city’s governance, with 
various armed forces present 
in the area. The power vacuum 
was witnessed in the city and 
two weeks later on April 23, the 
regime’s forces retook the Bat-
talion 275 through its ally, Border 
Guard Forces (BGF).

AA’s 15th anniversary and 
on-going mission 

On April 10, General Twan Mratt 
Naing, marking the 15th anni-
versary of the Arakan Army (AA), 
urged people residing in areas 
under the regime’s control in 
Sittwe and Kyaukphyu towns to 
relocate to AA-controlled areas. 
He emphasized that the AA had 
begun administering these ar-
eas and required additional hu-
man resources to manage oper-
ations effectively. General Twan 

Mratt Naing also stated that the 
AA was preparing for the ulti-
mate battle against the regime 
to achieve Arakan liberation. AA 
has total control over Kyauktaw, 
Mrauk-U, Minbya, Myebon, Ram-
ree, Pauktaw, Ponnagyun, and 
Rathedaung townships in Ra-
khine State and Paletwa in Chin 
State. It has also seized rural areas 
in Maungdaw and Buthidaung 
where junta troops are only pres-
ent in the towns. It also controls 
rural areas in Sittwe and Kyauk-
phyu townships.

Rest of the country

During the battle on April 11, the 
regime suffered heavy losses in 
men killed and captured alive in 
Karenni State. The troops that ar-
rived in Hpasaung Township were 
intercepted by Karenni resistance 
forces midway, resulting in a day-
long battle. Approximately 53 
regime troops were killed, while 
56 others, including the battal-
ion commander, were captured 
alive. The Karenni resistance forc-
es have been striving to capture 
Hpasaung Town for two months 
and have successfully seized nine 
regime stations during this peri-
od.

On April 12, local resistance forc-
es intercepted a regime convoy 
and detained dozens of troops, 
including recruits, in Ayadaw 
Township, Sagaing Region. The 
convoy, consisting of six vehicles 
transporting about 250 trainees 
recruited under the conscription 

law, was traveling from Monywa 
to Ayadaw. During the attack, 
three vehicles were destroyed, re-
sulting in 20 fatalities and 15 inju-
ries among the regime troops. A 
total of 49 individuals, including 
45 recruits, were captured alive. 
Additionally, multiple firearms, 
including 5,500 bullets, were con-
fiscated during the interception.
On April 23, the Chin Brotherhood 
Force announced a coalition ef-
fort by Chin resistance groups to 
launch an offensive aimed at cap-
turing Kyindwe Town, with coor-
dination from the AA in Kanpetlet 
Township, Chin State. The mis-
sion, initiated in early March, has 
seen escalating clashes, particu-
larly in the past month, following 
the regime’s reinforcement of its 
troops. Kyindwe Town is situated 
at the border of Magway Region, 
Chin State, and Rakhine State.

On the morning of April 24, the 
KNLA and allied resistance forces 
reportedly seized control of the 
regime’s Maw Hta Station, situ-
ated in Dawei Township, Tanin-
tharyi Region. Maw Hta Station, 
positioned near the Thai border, 
marks the second station over-
taken by the resistance forces, 
following the capture of Kyaukh-
tu in January. The Tanintharyi Re-
gion has witnessed heightened 
clashes between the regime’s 
army and the resistance forc-
es, with conflicts intensifying in 
eight out of ten townships within 
the region.
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